County
[[inois
Agenda of the Lee County Board
June 17, 2021 6:00 P.M.
3rd Floor Boardroom
Old Lee County Courthouse
112 E. Second St.
Dixon, IL 61021
Call to Order:
Pledge of Allegiance:
Roll Call:
Announcements:
a. Please mute or turn off cell phones.
Approval of Board Minutes of: Regular County Board meeting.
Resolution
a. Two (2) Joseph E. Meyer Resolutions-Cancellation of Certificates-Certificate 2018-00348
PPN# 13-21-12-278-036 and Certificate 2018-00349 PPN# 13-21-12-278-037.
To Zoning Board:
a. Petition 21-P-1567, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 19-22-25-400-004 in Sublette
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from 1-2 General Industrial District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
b. Petition 21-P-1568, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-400-008 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
c. Petition 21-P-1569, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-400-007 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
d. Petition 21-P-1570, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-009 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
e. Petition 21-P-1571, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-008 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
f. Petition 21-P-1572 Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-007 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
g. Petition 21-P-1573 Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-23-100-005 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from l-3 Heavy Industrial District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.
h. Petition 21-P-1574 Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-23-100-006 in Viola
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to
Ag-1 Agricultural District.

i. Petition 21-P-1575, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 11-16-20-200-005 in Lee
Center Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from Special Use to Ag-1
Agricultural District.
j. Petition 21-P-1576, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 12-14-12-300-006 in Marion
Township. Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from Special Use to Ag-1 Agricultural
District.
To Planning Commission: No Petitions
From Zoning Board:
a. Petition 21-P-1564, Petitioner: John Thanos, PPN# 11-16-09-100-019 in Lee Center Township.
Petitioner is requesting a special use for the purpose of utilizing his property as a private club.
b. Petition 21-P-1565, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. Petitioner is requesting a text
amendment to the Solar Energy Systems Ordinance.
From Planning Commission:
a. Text Amendment – Wind Ordinance
Board Member Comments:
Public/Visitor Comments:
a. Items on the agenda – visitors allowed 10 minutes
b. Items not on the agenda – visitors allowed 5 minutes
Reports of Committees:
a. Finance: Jim Wentling, Chair
b. Transportation / Solid Waste: Jim Schielein, Chair
c. Properties / Planning / Zoning: John Nicholson, Chair
d. Administrative Services: Chris Norberg, Chair
e. Public Safety: Mike Koppien, Chair
f. Blackhawk Hills Regional Council: John Nicholson, Liaison
g. 911 Board: Keane Hudson, Liaison
h. Tourism: Bill Palen, Liaison
i. Health Department: Katie White, Liaison
j. Tri-County Opportunities Council: Marvin Williams, Liaison
k. United Counties Council of Illinois (UCCI): Doug Farster
l. Executive / Claims: Robert Olson, Chair
County Officers Reports, Request for Deposit of Funds, Orders Paid in Vacation
Old Business:
a. Ordinance: Amending the Regulating Development of Solar Energy Systems (held over in April)
b. Ordinance: Revision of GIS Recording Fee (held over from May)

New Business:
a. Ordinance: Petition 21-P-1564 (does not need to be held over)
b. Ordinance: Petition 21-P-1565 (does not need to be held over)
c. Resolution: Shady Oaks Wind 2-Regarding Enforcement of Conditions Regarding Financial
Assurance of Decommissioning
d. Proposals for Auditing Services-Recommendation
e. Redistricting, Election and Census update
f. Resolution: Creating advisory Board to Assist with the Development of the Reagan Mass Transit
District, a Local Mass Transit District for Lee and Ogle Counties
g. Business Employment Skills Team, Inc. (BEST, Inc) Lease – July 1, 2021 until June 30, 2022
Appointments:
a. Resolution: Appointment of Chris Tennyson as the Regional Superintendent of Schools.
b. Resolution: Reappointing Dr. William Long and Ms. Sue Shippert to the Lee County Board of
Health.
c. Resolution: Appointing Dr. Pratip Nag and Ms. Courtney Kennedy to the Lee County Board of
Health.
d. Resolution: Creating and Appointing Jim Wentling, Katie White and Danielle Allen to the Labor
Relations Committee beginning June 17, 2021 and expiring on December 4, 2022.
e. Resolution: Creating and Appointing Bob Olson, Jim Wentling, John Nicholson, and Rick
Humphrey to the American Rescue Plan Act Committee beginning June 10, 2021 and expiring on
December 4, 2022.

Executive Session
Mileage & Per Diem
All Bills & Appropriations allowed by roll call:
Motion to Adjourn:

06-21-001

RESOLUTION

2018-00348
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WHEREAS, The County of Lee, as Trustee for the Taxing Districts therein, has undertaken a
program to collect delinquent taxes and to perfect titles to real property in cases in which the taxes
on such real property have not been paid, pursuant to 35ILCS 200/21-90, and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to this program, the County of Lee, as Trustee for the Taxing Districts
therein, has acquired an interest in the following described real estate:
SECT/LOT:03 TWP:19 RNG/BLK:010WOODHAVEN LAKES LT 179 BK 0007-934 WD JT
PERMANENT PARCEL NUMBER: 13-21-12-278-036

As described in certificate(s): 2018-00348 sold on October 30, 2018
Commonly known as: 3 179 beachwood trl
and it appearing to the Finance Committee that it is in the best interest of the County to accept full
payment of the delinquent taxes, penalties, interest, and costs from the owner of an interest in said
property.
WHEREAS, Henry Dropkowski, has paid $1, 149.45 for the full amount of taxes involved and a
request for surrender of the tax sale certificate has been presented to the Finance Committee and
at the same time it having been determined that the County shall receive $581.15 as a return for its
Certificate(s) of Purchase. The County Clerk shall receive $145.00 for cancellation of Certificate(s)
and to reimburse the revolving account the charges advanced from this account. The remainder is
the amount due the Agent under his contract for services.
WHEREAS, your Finance Committee recommends the adoption of the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, that the Chairman of
the Board of Lee County, Illinois, hereby authorizes the cancellation of the appropriate Certificate(s)
of Purchase on the above described real estate for the sum of $581.15 to be paid to the Treasurer
of Lee County, Illinois, to be disbursed according to law. This resolution to be effective for sixty (60)
days from this date and any transaction between the above parties not occurring within this period
shall be null and void.
ADOPTED by roll call vote this _ _ _ _ _ day of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ATTEST:

CLERK

SURRENDER

COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN

06-21-001

06-21-002

RESOLUTION

2018-00349
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WHEREAS, The County of Lee, as Trustee for the Taxing Districts therein, has undertaken a
program to collect delinquent taxes and to perfect titles to real property in cases in which the taxes
on such real property have not been paid, pursuant to 35ILCS 200/21-90, and
WHEREAS, Pursuant to this program, the County of Lee, as Trustee for the Taxing Districts
therein, has acquired an interest in the following described real estate:
SECT/LOT:03 TWP:19 RNG/BLK:010WOODHAVEN LAKES LT 178
PERMANENT PARCEL NUMBER: 13-21-12-278-037

As described in certificate(s): 2018-00349 sold on October 30, 2018
Commonly known as: 3 178 beachwood trl
and it appearing to the Finance Committee that it is in the best interest of the County to accept full
payment of the delinquent taxes, penalties, interest, and costs from the owner of an interest in said
property.
WHEREAS, Henry Dropkowski, has paid $1,149.45 for the full amount of taxes involved and a
request for surrender of the tax sale certificate has been presented to the Finance Committee and
at the same time it having been determined that the County shall receive $581.15 as a return for its
Certificate(s) of Purchase. The County Clerk shall receive $145.00 for cancellation of Certificate(s)
and to reimburse the revolving account the charges advanced from this account. The remainder is
the amount due the Agent under his contract for services.
WHEREAS, your Finance Committee recommends the adoption of the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, that the Chairman of
the Board of Lee County, Illinois, hereby authorizes the cancellation of the appropriate Certificate(s)
of Purchase on the above described real estate for the sum of $581.15 to be paid to the Treasurer
of Lee County, Illinois, to be disbursed according to law. This resolution to be effective for sixty (60)
days from this date and any transaction between the above parties not occurring within this period
shall be null and void.

ADOPTED by roll call vote this _ _ _ _ _ day of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ATTEST:

CLERK

SURRENDER

COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN

06-21-002

To the Honorable Chairman and
Members of the Lee County Board
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The Lee County Zoning Board of Appeal held a public hearing on Petition No. 21-P-1564 by
Petitioner John Thanos. The parcel identification number is 11-16-09-100-019. It is located in
Lee Center Township and is commonly known as 1074 Inlet Road, Amboy, IL 61310. The parcel
is zoned Ag-1, Agricultural and is approximately 3.72 acres in size. Petitioner is requesting a
Special Use Permit in an Ag-1, Agricultural District for the purpose of a private club.
Petitioner John Thanos was sworn in.
Mr. Thanos discussed his proposed special use with the Board.
Questions from the Board were heard.
The Lee Center Township Supervisor and Road Commissioner were notified of the petition;
however, no response was provided from them to the zoning office.
The notification requirements for this hearing have been met by the Petitioner.
Questions and/or comments from visitors were heard.
Gerald Duve, adjacent property owner, spoke out against the petition with concerns that Mr.
Thanos’s proposed does not fit the state statute’s guidelines to be considered a private club and
that Mr. Thanos’s patrons will trespass on neighboring property.
Gail Dallam, adjacent property owner, spoke out against the petition with concerns that it will
change the character of the neighborhood, that there will be more traffic concerns, and that Mr.
Thanos’s patrons may damage or trespass on neighboring property.
Gordon Uhl, who lives approximately three-quarters of a mile from Mr. Thanos’s property, spoke
out against the petition with concerns about traffic, the need for additional law enforcement, and
the possibility of gambling taking place at the proposed club.
The Board conducted its Findings of Fact. Their findings are as follows:
1. The effect of the proposed use upon the character of the neighborhood:
a. There would be a moderate effect.
b. The property sits on 3.72 acres.
c. The pre-existing outbuildings fit with the character and use of the neighborhood which
is agricultural.
d. There are two farmsteads close to the property and therefore would be a moderate effect
to the neighbors; however, this will affect the neighborhood as it is spot re-zoning and
conflicts with the County’s comprehensive plan.

Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
2. The effect of the proposed use upon traffic conditions:
a. Moderate.
b. There will be in an increase in traffic depending on the hours of business, including the
weekends.
c. Traffic includes cars and trucks, but no heavy equipment.
d. The curve on Inlet Road where the driveway is located could pose concern when
entering and exiting the property.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
3. The effect of the proposed use upon public utility facilities:
a. None.
b. The property has a well, septic and ComEd; therefore, the effects are minimal.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
4. The effect of the proposed use upon public health, safety, and/or general welfare.
a. Moderate.
b. This would be considered a spot-zone in a rural, agricultural area and it would set a
precedence for future zoning.
c. This does not fall in line with the Lee County comprehensive plan; therefore, it does
have an impact on the general welfare of the Lee Center Township and its citizens.
d. Creates a strain on law enforcement in Lee County.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
Craig Buhrow made a motion that the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals recommends to the
Lee County Board that Petition No. 21-P-1564 by Petitioner John Thanos be approved. A second
was discerned and there was no debate. A roll call vote was taken, and all were against the motion.
Motion failed, 0-5.
Sincerely,
Alice Henkel, Clerk
By:
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To the Honorable Chairman and
Members of the Lee County Board
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The Lee County Zoning Board of Appeal held a public hearing on Petition No. 21-P-1565 by Petitioner Lee County.
Petitioner desires to amend 10-15-20: Solar Energy Systems under Title 10 of the Zoning Regulations in the Lee
County Code of Ordinances.
Chair Forster explained that the Lee County Board referred the proposed text amendment for the current solar
ordinance to the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals for proper hearing and notice of this hearing was published in
The Telegraph on May 20, 2021. He also explained that the proposed text amendment before them that evening was
the product of an ad hoc committee, created by the Lee County Board for the sole purpose of preparing a text
amendment with regards to the current solar ordinance. The ad hoc committee held five (5) meetings and each meeting
lasted approximately two (2) hours. Members of the public were permitted to be present at and participate in each
meeting of the ad hoc committee.
Zoning Administrator Dee Duffy gave a brief review of the proposed text amendment, highlighting the major changes
to the ordinance which included the addition of several definitions, adding fencing requirements and setbacks,
modification of equipment setbacks, addition of visual screen requirements, the addition of a community meeting
requirement, the addition of a more thorough roads repair section and stormwater management section, and changes
to decommissioning to so that it is more symbiotic to the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (“AIMA”)
requirements.
Comments from interested parties were heard. Each interested party was given a maximum of ten (10) minutes to
address the Zoning Board. Interested parties were not sworn in and therefore, we not to be cross examined.
Adam Henkel, President of the Lee County Farm Bureau (“the Bureau”), was the first interested party to address the
Board. Mr. Henkel presented the changes the Farm Bureau would like to see made prior to the proposed ordinance
being passed, including changes to the definition of Applicant, the fencing section and the visual screen section.
Lee County resident, Adam Lusz, also addressed the Board. He is pleased with the changes that have been made so
far. He attended the ad hoc committee meetings and feels there was good collaboration between all parties that led to
the proposed text amendment. He was supportive the community meeting requirement and he feels the ordinance is
heading in the right direction as far as his concerns for property values. His biggest issue with these projects is it takes
an agricultural area and turns it into an industrial site. He also has concerns about the substations.
There were no other interested parties present who wished to speak.
Rex Meyer made a motion that the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals recommends to the Lee County Board that
Petition No. 21-P-1565 by Petitioner Lee County be approved. A second was discerned and there was debate. It was
noted that the Lee County Farm Bureau did not attend any of the ad hoc committee meetings, even though the meetings
were open to the public. It was also noted they did not submit any proposed changes until after it was approved by
the ad hoc committee. A roll call vote was taken, resulting in 3 in favor of the motion, 0 against the motion, and 2
abstaining from the vote (Forster, Pratt abstain). Motion passed.
Sincerely,
Alice Henkel, Clerk
By:

MINUTES OF THE
LEE COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Regular Meeting
Thursday, June 3, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
County Board Room
Old Lee County Courthouse, Dixon, Illinois
Zoom Video- & Tele-conferencing
Meeting ID: 91539239154
Password: 209840
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjvdD6mGoL8
Board Members
Bruce Forster, Chair
Craig Buhrow, Vice Chair
Mike Pratt, Member
Gene Bothe, Member
Glen Hughes, Member
Rex Meyer, Alternate Member

Staff
Dee Duffy, Zoning Administrator
Charles Boonstra, Lee County State’s Attorney
Alice Henkel, Clerk

At 7:02 p.m., Chair Bruce Forster called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
Members present:
Members absent:

Forster, Buhrow, Pratt, Bothe. Alternate Member Meyer was also
present.
Hughes.

The first order of business was the approval of the minutes for May 6, 2021. Gene Bothe made a
motion to approve the minutes. A second was discerned and there was no debate. A vote was
taken, and all were in favor. Motion passed, 5-0.
The next order of business was the motion to adjourn Petition No. 21-P-1561, by Petitioner
Haywell, LLC, and Petition No. 21-P-1562, by Petitioner Lincoln Avenue Church of God,
pursuant to the County Board’s vote. Mike Pratt made a motion to adjourn Petition No. 21-P-1561
and Petition No. 21-P-1562, pursuant to the County Board’s vote. A second was discerned and
there was no debate. A vote was taken, and all were in favor. Motion passed, 5-0.
Under old business was Petition No. 21-P-1563 by Petitioner BSW DevCo, LLC. The parcel
identification numbers are cited in the petition. The parcels are located in East Grove and May
Townships. The parcels are zoned Ag-1, Agricultural District. Petitioner desires a Special Use
Permit in an Ag-1, Agricultural District for the purpose of repowering a wind energy conversion
system.

A continued hearing on this petition is presently scheduled for June 10, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.
The first order of new business was Petition No. 21-P-1564 by Petitioner John Thanos. The parcel
identification number is 11-16-09-100-019. It is located in Lee Center Township and is commonly
known as 1074 Inlet Road, Amboy, IL 61310. The parcel is zoned Ag-1, Agricultural and is
approximately 3.72 acres in size. Petitioner is requesting a Special Use Permit in an Ag-1,
Agricultural District for the purpose of a private club.
Petitioner John Thanos was sworn in.
Mr. Thanos said he built a 650 square foot building on the property and wishes to utilize it as a
private club to have friends, family and guests over. He said he is requesting a special use to keep
things in check at the property and that neighbors would be able to report to the County if his use
of the property is not in accordance with the special use.
Mr. Thanos said he built the building during the pandemic to have a place to hang out and store
things. He said they started getting crafty and when they were done and had realized what they
had done, they figured they should turn the building into a private clubhouse.
Mr. Thanos testified that the “club” would not be open to the public, they will not be advertising,
and there will be no signage. He stated that if a person knows where the property is located and
knows him, then they will be allowed to be at the property.
Questions from the Board were heard.
The dimensions of the building are 20 feet by 31 feet and has bathrooms. There was no dwelling
on this property previously; however, there is a well and electric service at the property.
Mr. Thanos said they were going to build a house there last year but then the pandemic hit, and
the price of lumber went up. He was also working on this building at that time, but he was able to
fund this project with rebates from his other projects, so it didn’t cost him much. They plan to
start building a home on this parcel in the fall of this year. He indicated on an aerial map where
the house will be construct and they already have the utilities set up at that location.
Mr. Pratt asked Mr. Thanos for his definition of a club. Mr. Thanos thinks it could be like a social
club, a place to hang out and raise a little money. He said they plan on donating the profits to the
youth club in Amboy and to Depot Days and that having this club isn’t really about making a
profit. He believes there will be 15 to 20 people there each week and he or his wife will always
be there when someone is there. There will be no employees.
Mr. Pratt asked if there will be a membership fee. Mr. Thanos said there will be a membership
fee, maybe $20 per year.
Mr. Pratt asked if there would be membership qualifications. Mr. Thanos said they want good
people looking for a place to hang out away from the bar scene, and people who have things in
common.
Mr. Pratt asked if there would be set hours. Mr. Thanos said he originally applied for a liquor
license, but they will not be staying open until 1:00 a.m. which is allowed with a liquor license.
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He thinks 10:00 p.m. would be the latest. They won’t be open Sunday so he thinks they will be
open Monday through Saturday, possibly from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm.
Mr. Pratt asked if Mr. Thanos has applied for a liquor license. He said he has gone through the
background check and fingerprinting and was approved but then it was determined that he wasn’t
properly zoned and he was told property would have to be rezoned.
Mr. Meyer asked why a liquor license is needed. Mr. Thanos said they will have liquor and if they
take in any money, he doesn’t want to break any rules or take any chances getting in trouble. He
went on to say people will be drinking in the building and they will have insurance, but he wants
to be 100% legitimate with it. If the zoning is approved, he would be granted a liquor license.
Chair Forster asked Mr. Thanos to confirm he will have insurance. Mr. Thanos said yes, he would
have dram shop insurance and his insurance agent has all sorts of umbrella insurance to cover
liability should something happen.
Mr. Pratt asked Mr. Thanos is if understands what a special use permit is. Mr. Thanos said he
understands that the special use would apply to the building only and no other part(s) of the
property. He also understands that if he does not do what he is supposed to, the special use can be
taken away.
It was noted that the special use applies only to the use and does not run with the land.
Mr. Meyer asked if Mr. Thanos can track income and pay applicable sales tax and other taxes. Mr.
Thanos said they will have a computer and plan to log everything. He understands that once he
gets the county liquor license, then he must get the state liquor license. He also owns a construction
company and has an accountant so everything will go through his accountant. He stated the books
will be open for inspection.
The Lee Center Township Supervisor and Road Commissioner were notified of the petition;
however, no response was provided from them to the zoning office.
The notification requirements for this hearing have been met by the Petitioner.
Questions and/or comments from visitors were heard.
Gerald Duve was sworn in. He owns the property across the street from the proposed special use.
Mr. Duve asked why Mr. Thanos is petitioning for a private club, rather than just having friends
over on the weekends, because a private club seems to be a lot of hoops to go just to have a place
to have a beer. Mr. Thanos said he is doing it this way to be respectful of the neighbors. He
speculated that if he didn’t do it this way and ended up having 100 people show up, it would be a
free-for-all, so he feels that by doing it this way, that won’t happen. He is also going to be charging
for the beer and that requires a liquor license and the liquor license requires the special use because
parcel is not properly zoned.
Mr. Duve asked who will actually own the club. Mr. Thanos said he does. Mr. Duve explained
that according to the state statute for private clubs, it should be owned by members. Mr. Thanos
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said that right now he is the founding member and that he has formed an LLC saying he is the only
member right now.
Mr. Duve asked Mr. Thanos if he plans to make money from this use. Mr. Thanos said yes, it is
not a not-for-profit. Mr. Duve said that a private club is supposed to be a not-for-profit, that Mr.
Thanos is not supposed to have any pecuniary gain from a private club, and alcohol should only
be sold as an incidental, according to state statute.
Mr. Duve asked how many total members would be allowed in this club. Mr. Thanos said possibly
50. Mr. Duve asked if there could end up being more. Mr. Thanos responded that the building is
650 square feet and only has 20 barstools.
Mr. Duve asked if guns would be allowed on the property. Mr. Thanos said no that guns and
alcohol are against the law.
Mr. Duve has concerns that people who have been drinking at Mr. Thanos’s property may leave
his property and walk across the street to Mr. Duve’s property or to the scenic quarry lake next to
his property. He has additional concerns about people getting injured or possibly drowning. He
wanted to know how Mr. Thanos plans to keep people from leaving his property. Mr. Thanos said
that when the club is open, he or his wife will be there. It will be strictly indoors and there will
not be any outside use of the property. He said they will also be monitoring how much people
consume because they are liable for people leaving the property.
Mr. Duve asked if Mr. Thanos is planning any events or bands. Mr. Thanos said no. He also said
he would not be having bands when he applied for the liquor license.
Mr. Duve asked if Mr. Thanos was planning any to-go sales. Mr. Thanos said no.
Mr. Duve asked the hours of operation. Mr. Thanos said four or five o’clock in the afternoon to
ten o’clock at night.
Chair Forster asked Mr. Thanos how many days he plans to be open. Mr. Thanos said probably
Monday through Saturday, but he was not sure. He said it could be open fewer days.
Mr. Meyer asked if Mr. Thanos would be open before their residence is built and they are living
there. Mr. Thanos said yes.
Mr. Meyer asked how far Mr. Thanos currently resides from the property. Mr. Thanos said
approximately 15 minutes.
Gail Dallam was sworn in. Mr. Dallam lives about a half mile from the property and owns the
parcel to the east of Mr. Thanos’s property.
Mr. Dallam has concerns about traffic as the property is located on an s-curve. He said the road
was recently resurfaced, people drive faster on this road and it has a lot of traffic on the weekends.
Mr. Dallam has concerns about things that could happen at this club because he has already had
someone back into his pasture fence and drive away. He could only speculate about the condition
of the driver when this occurred as he was not there. He is also worried about a gate he has near
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the back of Mr. Thanos’s property and whether someone could potentially open that gate causing
his cattle to get out.
Mr. Dallam said he does not want a bar down the road from his home.
Gordon Uhl was sworn in. He lives approximately three-quarters of a mile away and can see Mr.
Thanos’s property from his house.
Mr. Uhl does not feel this proposed use is a good fit for the area as it is an agricultural area. He
also has concerns about traffic and wonders if road signs warning of the club’s entrance will be
necessary. He feels law enforcement may be needed eventually to monitor traffic.
Chair Forster asked if there will be a designated parking area. Mr. Thanos said yes, right in front
and side of the building.
Mr. Uhl asked if there is or will be gambling at the club. Mr. Thanos said he doesn’t know or at
least doesn’t have the answer right now. He will have a dart board and jukebox.
Mr. Duve read a letter from the Muetze’s who were not able to be present at the hearing. They are
adjacent property owners who own the land with the quarry lake across from Mr. Thanos’s
property. A copy of the letter was provided to Zoning Administrator Dee Duffy.
In their letter, the Muetze’s expressed concern for the agriculture nature of the area and the existing
aquaculture due to the lake. They also had similar traffic concerns and worry about trespassing
and liability.
There were no further questions and/or comments from the visitors.
There were no further questions from the Board.
The Board conducted its Findings of Fact. Their findings are as follows:
1. The effect of the proposed use upon the character of the neighborhood:
a. There would be a moderate effect.
b. The property sits on 3.72 acres.
c. The pre-existing outbuildings fit with the character and use of the neighborhood which
is agricultural.
d. There are two farmsteads close to the property and therefore would be a moderate effect
to the neighbors; however, this will affect the neighborhood as it is spot re-zoning and
conflicts with the County’s comprehensive plan.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
2. The effect of the proposed use upon traffic conditions:
a. Moderate.
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b. There will be in an increase in traffic depending on the hours of business, including the
weekends.
c. Traffic includes cars and trucks, but no heavy equipment.
d. The curve on Inlet Road where the driveway is located could pose concern when
entering and exiting the property.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
3. The effect of the proposed use upon public utility facilities:
a. None.
b. The property has a well, septic and ComEd; therefore, the effects are minimal.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
4. The effect of the proposed use upon public health, safety, and/or general welfare.
a. Moderate.
b. This would be considered a spot-zone in a rural, agricultural area and it would set a
precedence for future zoning.
c. This does not fall in line with the Lee County comprehensive plan; therefore, it does
have an impact on the general welfare of the Lee Center Township and its citizens.
d. Creates a strain on law enforcement in Lee County.
Mike Pratt made a motion to accept these findings. A second was discerned and there was no
debate. A vote was taken, resulting in a 5-0 vote. Motion passed.
Craig Buhrow made a motion that the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals recommends to the
Lee County Board that Petition No. 21-P-1564 by Petitioner John Thanos be approved. A second
was discerned and there was no debate. A roll call vote was taken, and all were against the motion.
Motion failed, 0-5.
This matter will go before the Lee County Board without a recommendation for approval from the
Zoning Board of Appeals on June 17, 2021.
The next order of new business was Petition No. 21-P-1565 by Petitioner Lee County. Petitioner
desires to amend 10-15-20: Solar Energy Systems under Title 10 of the Zoning Regulations in the
Lee County Code of Ordinances.
Chair Forster explained that the Lee County Board referred the proposed text amendment for the
current solar ordinance to the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals for proper hearing and notice
of this hearing was published in The Telegraph on May 20, 2021. He also explained that the
proposed text amendment before them that evening was the product of an ad hoc committee,
created by the Lee County Board for the sole purpose of preparing a text amendment with regards
to the current solar ordinance. The ad hoc committee held five (5) meetings and each meeting
lasted approximately two (2) hours. Members of the public were permitted to be present at and
participate in each meeting of the ad hoc committee.
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Zoning Administrator Dee Duffy gave a brief review of the proposed text amendment, highlighting
the major changes to the ordinance which included the addition of several definitions, adding
fencing requirements and setbacks, modification of equipment setbacks, addition of visual screen
requirements, the addition of a community meeting requirement, the addition of a more thorough
roads repair section and stormwater management section, and changes to decommissioning to so
that it is more symbiotic to the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (“AIMA”) requirements.
Comments from interested parties were heard. Each interested party was given a maximum of ten
(10) minutes to address the Zoning Board. Interested parties were not sworn in and therefore, were
not to be cross examined.
Adam Henkel, President of the Lee County Farm Bureau (“the Bureau”), was the first interested
party to address the Board. Mr. Henkel presented the changes the Farm Bureau would like to see
made prior to the proposed ordinance being passed.
First, the Farm Bureau has concerns about the definition of Applicant as it includes the terms that
cause liability to the property owner, in addition to the owner of the Solar Energy System. The
Bureau suggested the following:
1. Applicant: Upon the submission of a Petition for a Special Use Permit for the
purpose of a Solar Energy System, any person, firm or partnership, association,
corporation, company or organization of any kind proposing to obtain site location
approval and permits for a solar energy system in unincorporated Lee County and
includes the fee owner of such site, proposed owner and/or operator of the Solar
Energy System (“SES”), and any other party with an interest in the site SES. such
as a lessee, contract purchaser or land trust beneficiary.
Second, with regard to fencing, the Farm Bureau proposed the following:
“2. Fencing Setbacks.
i. Fences adjoining roadways may be placed up to the property line.
ii. All other fences shall be set back a minimum of three (3) feet from property
lines to allow non-participating landowners to farm up to property lines and for
the developer to access the outside of the fence for maintenance purposes.
iii. Fences around adjacent, non-participating dwellings shall be set back a
minimum of four hundred (400) feet from the foundation of the nonparticipating dwelling. to the boundary of the Exclusion Zone.
iv. Fences around platted subdivision shall be set back a minimum of four hundred
(400) feet from the subdivision property line.
1. Design Standards
e. Fencing
1. Unless otherwise provided in this section sSecurity fencing having a minimum
height of six (6) feet shall be installed, maintained, and secured around the solar
panels and all energy producing and storage equipment of the SES and required
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to comply with the National Electric Code requirements for fencing. Security
fencing may be incorporated into a visual screen installed on the property leased
by the SES in accordance with Section D, paragraph 1, subsection k (i) 2.
2. At the request of the non participating resident, an eight (8) foot high woven
wire fence may be substituted at the boundary of the Exclusion Zone of any
home located on an adjacent, non participating parcel.”
The Bureau feels that the proposed requirements for fencing, as found in the proposed text
amendment, could result in additional farmland being taken out of production.
Lastly, the Farm Bureau has similar concerns for the visual screening section of the proposed text
amendment, and feels that as it is proposed, it may result in additional farmland being taken out of
production. The Bureau proposed the following language:
“k. Screening
1. Platted Subdivisions. A platted subdivision shall have a visual screen
designed, installed, maintained and ultimately removed by the Applicant at
the time of decommissioning. The visual screen will be installed on the
property being leased by the SES, immediately adjacent to the property line
as close as possible to the security fencing required by Section D paragraph
1, subsection (e) 1 of this ordinance while still providing adequate clearance
for maintenance. This provides for the most effective screening and
minimizes the potential of drain tile damages.
2. Adjacent, Non-participating Dwellings, Excluding Platted Subdivisions
i. The Visual Screening Option shall provide the following options:
1. The owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling, at their
discretion, may elect to receive a one-time payment from the
Applicant, at minimum, equal to the cost of design, installation,
maintenance, and removal of a visual screen in lieu of the actual
visual screen. This option shall be detailed in writing by the
Applicant, including a proposed design and budgetary estimate for
the design, installation, maintenance, and removal of the visual
screen, as prepared by an Illinois Registered Landscape Architect.
This one-time payment allows for the owner of the adjacent, nonparticipating dwelling to install the visual screen on their own
property if and as they desire. This one-time payment shall be paid
prior to the issuance of any building permit, and proof of payment
shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator.
2. The owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling, at their
discretion, may request a visual screen be designed, installed,
maintained and ultimately removed by the Applicant at the time of
decommissioning. If this option is chosen, the visual screen will be
installed on the property being leased by the SES, immediately
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adjacent to the property line as close as possible to the security
fencing required by Section D paragraph 1, subsection (e) 1 of this
ordinance while still providing adequate clearance for maintenance.
This provides for the most effective screening and minimizes the
potential of drain tile damages.
ii. If the owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling does not elect
one of the above two (2) options, no visual screen will be installed, and
a one-time payment will be provided as described in the first option. the
visual screen will be installed as described in accordance with Section
D, paragraph 1, subsection k (i) 2.
Standards for a Visual Screen are as follows:
1. A Visual Screen shall be in the form of vegetative landscaping, opaque
fencing, or approved combination thereof, as agreed upon by the nonparticipating landowner and the Applicant.
2. All Visual Screens shall be designed and prepared by an Illinois
Registered Landscape Architect.
3. All fences used as or part of a Visual Screen must meet the requirements
for security fencing as described in Section D, paragraph 1, subsection
(e) 1 and be built in accordance with § 10 14 of the Lee County Code.
4. All vegetative landscaping shall be planted at a minimum of three (3)
feet tall and must reach a minimum height of eight (8) feet within four
(4) years of planting.
5. If the vegetative landscaping or any portion thereof, that has been
installed by the Applicant does not maintain a height of eight (8) feet
any time after its fourth 4th year of being planted, the Visual Screen, or
affected portion, shall be replaced by the Applicant at the start of the
next growing season.
6. All Visual Screens that are installed by the Applicant shall be
maintained in good condition by the Applicant at all times.
7. The Visual Screen shall be installed as early as possible in construction
phase of the SES.”
Mr. Henkel went on to say that the farm bureaus support solar energy systems and wind farms but
prefer they be placed on brownout sites, rights-of-way, permanent pasture areas that are not
currently farmable or is marginal farmland.
Lee County resident, Adam Lusz, also addressed the Board. He is pleased with the changes that
have been made so far. He attended the ad hoc committee meetings and feels there was good
collaboration between all parties that led to the proposed text amendment. He was supportive the
community meeting requirement and he feels the ordinance is heading in the right direction as far
as his concerns for property values. His biggest issue with these projects is it takes an agricultural
area and turns it into an industrial site. He also has concerns about the substations.
There were no other interested parties present who wished to speak.
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Rex Meyer made a motion that the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals recommends to the Lee
County Board that Petition No. 21-P-1565 by Petitioner Lee County be approved. A second was
discerned and there was debate. It was noted that the Lee County Farm Bureau did not attend any
of the ad hoc committee meetings, even though the meetings were open to the public. It was also
noted they did not submit any proposed changes until after it was approved by the ad hoc
committee. A roll call vote was taken, resulting in 3 in favor of the motion, 0 against the motion,
and 2 abstaining from the vote (Forster, Pratt abstain). Motion passed.
This matter will go before the Lee County Board with a recommendation to approve from the
Zoning Board of Appeals on June 17, 2021.
There was no other new business.
There was no other business.
At 8:20 pm, Rex Meyer made a motion to recess. A second was discerned and there was no debate.
A vote was taken, and all were in favor. Motion passed, 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/
Alice Henkel
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Finance Committee Meeting – Thursday, June 10, 2021
Third Floor Boardroom, Old Lee County Courthouse - 9:00 a.m.
112 E Second St, Dixon, Illinois 61021
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Jim Wentling
Member Roll Call: Chair Jim Wentling, Vice Chair Arlan McClain, Doug Farster, Rick Humphrey, Tom Kitson,
Lirim Mimini, and Jim Schielein were present in person. No committee members attended via Zoom video
conferencing.
Members absent: None
Board Members, Department Heads, or County Employees present: Mike Koppien (Board Member),
Charley Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Nancy Petersen (County Clerk), Paula Meyer (Treasurer), Dee Duffy
(Zoning Administrator), John Simonton (Sheriff), Staci Stewart (Probation), Jonathan Henrikson (IT), and Becky
Brenner (Board Secretary) were all present in person, Marilyn Shippert (Board Member), Greg Gates (LOTS),
Kevin Lalley (EMA) all attended the meeting via Zoom video conferencing.
Visitors: Joan Sage (Comcast Government and Regulatory Affairs Manager).
The May 2021 minutes of the Finance Committee were approved without modification.
Paula Meyer provided the committee with the latest County financial statements and was present to answer any
questions the committee might have.
GREDCO (Greater Rochelle Economic Development Corporation) Report: Lirim Mimini reported that
GREDCO closed on 10 acres next to the Rochelle Transload center and will spend $1,000,000.00 to develop a
container yard so industries in the area will have access to a new intermodal service. Since Global III closed, all
intermodal traffic is forced to go to Chicago. Construction for this project will begin in August. Project Jackpot
(former Nippon Sharyo facility) will announce a new industry that will open its doors later this year or early next
year. It is a steel fabricator company. The average starting wage is $25 per hour. City of Rochelle has broken
ground on a 100-Megawatt Substation just north of the Lee Ogle line. This will provide power for expanding the
industrial development into Lee County.
Insurance Report: No report in June
Motion by Jim Schielein: To move the two (2) Joseph Meyer Resolutions to the Executive Committee.
Second by Tom Kitson. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Board Member or Department Head Reports:
Old Business
John Simonton reported that he had received a consolidate bid from Procom and Engel Electric for the card
reader system at the Old Courthouse. The bid was for $18,662, which included hardware, labor, two exterior
doors (one north door and the south door) and an interior door for the room that houses the election equipment
and IT servers. He will be submitting the bid to the American Rescue Plan Committee to see if that funding is
appropriate for that expense. John also mentioned that the purchase of a generator for the Old Courthouse would
be a good idea because if the power goes down, so does the card reader system.
Lirim Mimini asked the committee to reconsider their opposition to the CPACE resolution that was presented
previously in committee. He expressed his desire to have Andy Shaw and Kevin Marx come back to the
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committee and present their argument for the economic incentives that the County would benefit from with this
program.
New Business
The committee walked through the auditing proposals that were received. Lauterbach & Amen, LLP, was the
lowest proposal at $48,470 for the first year, $49,900 for the second year and $51,400 for the third year. The
audit scope included County General, Circuit Clerk, LOTS (DOAP and 5311 Grants), ETSB, and the Jail
Commissary. Paula Meyer did reach out to Lauterbach & Amen to confirm that the proposals encompassed all
the above. She also explained that all the proposals received came from reputable firms with sufficient
experience.
Motion by Rick Humphrey: To accept the Lauterbach & Amen, LLP auditing proposal and send to the
Executive Committee.
Second by Doug Farster. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Joan Sage was present to discuss the Comcast Franchise Agreement that renews in August of 2021. She
explained that Comcast is regulated by the FCC and according to the Cable Act, the County is allowed to charge
a fee up to 5%. Currently the County is not charging a fee. If the County decides to charge a fee, a public
hearing will need to be held to make the public aware. The Board would vote on the matter, and withing ninety
(90) days, Comcast would add the fee to the customer’s bill. The charge would be noted on the bill as a
franchise fee. Once every quarter, the County would receive a check for the collected fees. The fees can be
charged any time after the contract is signed. Lee County is one of the few entities that do not charge a fee.
Jim Wentling explained that Amy Johnson from the Circuit Clerk’s Office contacted him and would not be able to
attend the Finance Committee meeting. She is hiring two replacement employees and the cost falls within her
budget.
Jim Wentling explained that last month the committee voted to accept a letter of credit in lieu of an escrow
account the Shady Oaks 2 Wind Farm decommissioning but did not have a resolution. The resolution is on the
Executive Committee agenda for the County Board meeting.
Kevin Lalley explained that he had talked to Chairman Olson and the purchase of the badge maker was approved
for payment out of the CURES funds. He then received an email explaining that the CURES funding had been
exhausted. The cost of the badge maker was $4,488.25. Jim Wentling encouraged him to bring the invoice to the
ARPA meeting at 1:00 pm to see if it could be funded under this program.
John Simonton addressed the committee once again regarding the overtime in his office. Paula Meyer reported
that $85,000 in left over CURES funds from 2020 had been added to his budget earlier in the year which would
carry the office for a while, but not until the end of the 2021 budget year.
Motion to adjourn by Jim Schielein:
Second by Tom Kitson. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Meeting adjourned at 9:34 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Becky Brenner – Lee County Board Secretary
The next scheduled Finance Committee meeting will be 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 8, 2021

LEE COUNTY
TRANSPORTATION AND SOLID WASTE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021 – 8:00AM
Lee County Highway Department
1629 Lee Center Road, Amboy, Illinois 61310
The Lee County Transportation and Solid Waste Committee met at 8:00 A.M. on the above date to
conduct their regular monthly audit together with other County Highway business. The following
members were present: Jim Schielein (by Video Conf.), Marilyn Shippert (by Telecomm), Doug Farster
Rick Humphrey, Kasey Considine and Mike Zeman. Also Present: County Engineer David Anderson and
Brenda Merriman, Lee County SWCD (8:00 to 8:20)
At the request of the committee, Brenda Merriman explained the Envirothon contest for high school
students and how the scholarship provided by Lee County is applied. She explained that there has been
substantial turnover in personnel within the school districts which has made continuity of the scholarship
administration a challenge. In addition, the contest has been cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID19.
Motion by Shippert: To approve the minutes from the May meeting. Second by Zeman: Motion
carried.
The committee audited claims from the previous month. The claims were as follows: County Highway
$17,373.91 and payroll of $59,164.80; County Special Bridge $43,212.34; County Motor Fuel $69,323.35
and Township Motor Fuel $110,184.49. The committee also approved the request for deposit of funds in
the following accounts; $50,802.74 into the County Highway fund and $1,824.61 into the County Special
Bridge Fund.
Motion by Shippert: To approve the claims. Second by Humphrey: Motion carried.
County Highway Report:
Mr. Anderson reported on the status of the current projects as follows:
• Dixon Twp. White Oaks Bridge rehab: Complete.
• Hamilton Twp. HMA: Complete
• May Twp. HMA: Complete
• County HMA, Maytown, Atkinson, Burke Roads: Complete
• Twp. Seal Coat: Beginning Week of 6/7/21
• County Seal Coat: Beginning Week of 6/7/21
• Shaw Road CIR/HMA: Beginning 6/14/21
• Palmyra Twp. HMA: Not yet scheduled
• Brooklyn Twp. HMA: Not yet scheduled
• Alto Twp. HMA: Not yet Scheduled
• County/Twp Crack Fill: Not yet scheduled
So far this season approximately $1,000,000 of work is completed out of the projected $4,000,000 total.
Solid Waste Report:
Mr. Anderson reported that the Department collected approximately 15,000 pounds of e-waste in the
month of May.
Considering the circumstances surrounding the Envirothon contest and scholarship: Motion by Farster:
To fulfill all past scholarship commitments, but remove the scholarship funding going forward. Second
by Zeman. Motion carried.

The next Transportation and Solid Waste Committee meeting will be on Monday, July 6, 2021 at 8:00
a.m. at the Highway Department office in Amboy.
Motion by Shippert: To adjourn at 9:20 A.M. Second by Zeman: Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted, David Anderson
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Properties/Planning/Zoning Committee Meeting – June 8, 2021

Unapproved

Third Floor Boardroom, Old Lee County Courthouse – 9:00 a.m.
112 E Second Street, Dixon, Illinois 61021
Meeting called to order at 9:03 a.m. by Chair John Nicholson
Members present: Chair John Nicholson, Vice Chair Dave Bally, Bill Palen, Tom Wilson, and Marvin
Williams (9:14-10:15) were present in person. No members attended by via Zoom video conferencing.
Members absent: None
Board Members Department Heads, or Employees present: Charley Boonstra (Assistant State’s
Attorney), Greg Gates (LOTS), Sally Dempsey (Bookkeeper at LOTS), Dee Duffy (Zoning Administrator),
Greg Saunders (Maintenance Supervisor), Jonathan Henrikson (IT Intern) and Becky Brenner (Board
Secretary) were present in person, John Simonton (Sheriff) and Kevin Lalley (EMA) attended via Zoom
video conferencing.
Approval of Minutes
The May 2021 minutes of the Properties/Planning/Zoning Committee were approved without
modification.
Review of Claims & Reports
Motion from Bill Palen: To approve all claims for Animal Control, Rabies, Maintenance, Zoning,
and LOTS.
Second by Marvin Williams: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Department Head Reports
Greg Saunders reported that the Maintenance Department had finished painting the dog kennels and
installing the kennel doors at Animal Control. The next phase of the project will be installing the fencing
and guillotine doors in the external part of the kennels. Greg also reported that his crew had painted and
installed new blinds, new LED lighting and new ceiling tiles in the Old Courthouse committee room.
John Nicholson read a report from Teri Zinke. She reported that the inside kennels are all done. The
outside kennel pad had been poured and was curing as of 6-2-21. The smaller pad by the parking lot is
also complete and curing as of 6-2-21. Prairie Fence (secondary fence) would be starting the week of
June 14th and the guillotine doors and the outside kennel panels still needed to be ordered.
Greg Gates walked the committee through the monthly LOTS report. Highlights included the
development of a SDS (MSDS) binder for regular chemicals used on-site and completing a direct mail
campaign to “persons of interest” for rides. The full report will be included in the June County Board
agenda packet.
Old Business
John Nicholson reported that the Lan and VOIP upgrades to the Old and New Courthouses, LOTS,
Animal Control, and the Highway Department had been installed and were working well.
Greg Saunders reported that the carpet for Judge Klahn’s courtroom had been completed and he was
still waiting for the vinyl tile to be delivered for the entryway in the Assessor’s conference room.

John Nicholson reported that getting an estimate to upgrade the alarm system in the Old Courthouse was
still a work progress and that the Sheriff had received an estimate for the card reader system at the Old
Courthouse for $18,662. The estimate for the card reader system included hardware, labor, two exterior
doors and an interior door for the room that houses the election equipment and IT servers.
Motion from Dave Bally: To move the estimate for the Card Reader System for the Old
Courthouse in the amount of $18,662 to the Finance Committee.
Second by Bill Palen: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
John Nicholson reported that there had been a preconstruction meeting with Berglund, the company that
will be doing the tuck-pointing at the Old Courthouse. Berglund recommended not sealing the grout,
which will amount to a slight reduction in the cost of the project. Construction will begin on June 15, with
mockup testing on the worst areas of the building. The project is scheduled to wrap up in September.
John Nicholson reported that he had talked with Jo Ann Johnson from BEST, Inc., and she has been in
contact with Ficek and Syndeo to arrange for phone and fiber hookup on the County system.
John Nicholson explained that the MOUs with the Highway Department, Health Department and LOTS
for the Syndeo bills and invoices are still a work in process.
New Business
Dee Duffy explained that all the petitions coming to the Zoning Board of Appeals in July were map
amendment requests from a past solar projected in which all the parcels were not used. She went on to
explain that a map amendment is the reclassification of a parcel to the original zoning when the rezoned
use of a property has not been developed for a period of three years. An example of a map amendment
would be when an ag parcel is rezoned for a special use project that is never constructed. After three
years a map amendment can be requested so the original zoning of the property is restored. She also
reported that the ZBA voted not to recommend petition 21-P-1564 for a special use as a private club.
Dee explained that the original solar ordinance that was held over for the purpose of a public hearing
came from the ZBA with a recommendation to approve the amendments to the ordinance with no
changes.
The Lee County is awaiting further information from other counties before the Resolution: Creation of a
Mass Transit District comes to the County Board.
John Nicholson reported that he will be working with Greg Saunders, Sheriff Simonton, and Tom Kitson
to push the old furniture in the County to an auction.
John Nicholson explained that every five years the County does an industrial appraisal of buildings and
content. Last year the appraisal was scheduled but then pushed back because of Covid. $9,300 was set
aside in the 2020 budget for the appraisal. The cost will be honored by the company for the work that will
begin, hopefully, in August. The appraisal is requested by the County insurance carrier.
Motion from Marvin Williams: As recognition of the honored $9,300 dollars for the rescheduled
industrial appraisal.
Second by Bill Palen: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Motion from Marvin Williams: To approve the BEST, Inc. lease agreement renewal.
Second by Dave Bally: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Motion to adjourn by Bill Palen:
Second by Dave Bally. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Meeting adjourned at 10.15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Becky Brenner – County Board Secretary
The next scheduled meeting for Properties/Planning/Zoning Committee will be 11:00 a.m., on Tuesday, July 6, 2021

County

Safety Committee

[[inois

www.leecountyil.com

MEETING MINUTES
(UNAPPROVED)
May 11, 2021
8:00 AM

Roll Call
Present: David Bally, Amy Johnson, Kevin Lalley, John Nicholson, John Simonton, Greg
Saunders, Marilyn Shippert, Staci Stewart, and Wendy Ryerson. Absent: David Anderson and
Cathy Ferguson-Allen.
Chair Simonton welcomed new committee members David Bally and Amy Johnson to the
Committee, and gave an overview of the Committee’s responsibilities, specifically the current
review of the Safety Manual.
Wendy Ryerson noted the original implementation of the Safety Committee and the Safety Manual
was initiated by the County’s participation in the CIRMA Insurance Pool. CIRMA’s goal is to
reduce liability by encouraging all participating Counties to increase engagement and awareness
of safety within the County.
Approval of prior meeting minutes
Marilyn Shippert made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 14, 2020 meeting; seconded
by Kevin Lalley; motion carried.
Election of Committee Chair and Secretary
John Simonton opened the floor for nominations for Committee Chair. Marilyn Shippert
nominated John Simonton for Chair; no other nominations were presented. The Committee voted
to elect John Simonton for Committee Chair.
John opened the floor for nomination for Committee Secretary. Greg Saunders nominated Wendy
Ryerson; no other nominations were presented. The Committee voted to elect Wendy Ryerson as
Secretary of the Committee.
Old Business
The Committee reviewed the Safety Manual items from the last Committee meeting minutes:
1. VI: EMPLOYEE SAFETY AND HEALTH. General Safety Rules, Item vi): Should a
reference to cannabis and “being under the influence of” be added?
The Committee agreed to incorporate the same language that was recently adopted in the
Employee Handbook.
Chair: Sheriff John Simonton Secretary: Wendy Ryerson
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2. VIII: JOB SAFETY ANALYSIS. Remove section altogether? Chair Simonton will follow
up with Dave Anderson for his input.
The Committee deferred this topic until Dave Anderson is presented.
3. XII: RESPIRATORY PROTECTION. Which departments are impacted by this section?
Chair Simonton noted he has someone within the Department that is certified to perform
fit testing of face piece respirator equipment.
The Committee discussed the Departments that would be impacted by this policy, without
coming to a final decision on manual language.
4. XIV: MEDICAL SERVICES AND FIRST AID
a. Item 2 – First aid, CPR training. Should all employees be required to take this
training? (Current draft proposes two employees per department.) Could the tort
fund be used to fund this training – or any other training? Marilyn Shippert will
inquire about this.
b. Item 8 – Emergency Shower and Eyewash Stations. Do we have stations where
needed/required? Does the Highway Department have one? Greg Saunders will
review and determine what could be made available in the Old Courthouse.
After some discussion, the Committee agreed we should proceed forward with scheduling
CPR training for any employee that volunteers to take the training. Kevin will research the
cost from a provider and get back to us.
Greg will research the locations of the Emergency Shower and Eyewash Stations. The
Committee would like the information to be widely disseminated so employees are familiar
with them.
5. XXIII: CONFINED SPACE. What are examples of confined space situations for county
employees? Is this section flexible enough to allow for the guidelines to be waived in the
case of an emergency?
The Committee discussed the applicability of the confined space to the various County
Departments. It is unclear which (if any) departments would be impacted without further
research.
Further discussion on other sections of the manual included the topics of concealed carry (do we
need to add some language addressing this), transitional duty (concerns about increasing liability
when an employee is not 100% fit), and when it is appropriate for the supervisor to have the final
say in safety policies (authority of an elected official verses an appointed one).
New Business
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Chair Simonton informed the Committee he is considering updating the Old Courthouse security
with electronic card readers (instead of the physical keys which are currently used). The card
reader’s offer enhanced security by tracking employees entering the building. It also allows a
card to be disabled if it is lost. There is concern that physical keys have not always been
accounted for in the past when employees leave employment, and there is no way to mitigate
a lost key.
Kevin Lalley also reminded the Committee to be weather aware in this spring storm season. He
encouraged everyone to make sure your weather radio is working.
Next meeting date. The next meeting has been set for Friday, August 6, 2021.
Adjournment
Kevin Lalley made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Greg Saunders; motion carried and the
meeting was adjourned at 8:59 AM.

Wendy Ryerson, Secretary
Safety Committee

Chair: Sheriff John Simonton Secretary: Wendy Ryerson
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LEE-OGLE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
Report to Lee County Board
June 17, 2021 | 6:00 PM
1.) Highlights
a. Operational Developments
i. Development of a SDS (MSDS) binder for regular chemicals used on-site at LOTS
ii. Completing a Direct Mail campaign to “persons of interest” for rides
1. First mail piece went out to households this week
iii. Wrapping a couple of buses (and possibly a minivan) to highlight the system
iv. Implementing “time sheets” piece of QuickBooks for tracking employees’ hours
1. Benefit time will also be tracked through this system
v. Implementing a “Preventative Maintenance” program for physical buildings of LOTS
vi. Employee Performance Review (EPR) program starting
vii. Scott Brinkmeier is in week 3 of his new role as Operations Manager
viii. Asset tagging and management of equipment
ix. Roll out for identification (ID) badges for drivers, dispatch and administrative staff
x. 16 drivers of the LOTS system went through all day training, May 22nd
1. Training focused on the following areas:
a. Defensive Driving
b. Passenger Assistance
c. Emergency Preparedness
b.

IDOT Reports an additional $744,612 is available to Lee County in COVID Relief funding
i. Sources of this additional funding are via the Consolidated Recovery and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSAA) and American Recovery Plan (ARP)
ii. Current CARES Contract will be amended for the additional $744,612
iii. This funding can go toward Operational expenses in Transportation; no admin

c.

FY 2022 Contracts Submitted
i. Allocated amounts for FY 2022 include;
1. 5311 / 5311F (I-88) $1,100,000 (no change from FY 2021)
2. DOAP: $1,555,840 (10% increase from FY 2021)
a. We received word last week that the 10% increase will be given
3. CARES Act 5311/5311F: remaining amount (runs through June 30, 2023)
4. 5311F (I-39): Funding for FY 2022 will likely be made via CARES dollars
a. Remaining funds from the 3-year contract will likely be used in the
4th Quarter of the current fiscal year (FY2021)

2.) New Capital Funding of Projects - $200 million / REBUILD Illinois Grant Program
a. LOTS REBUILD Proposal: $2,794,783
i. Second administrative/maintenance location in Ogle County
1. Purchase of 3.71-acre parcel for secondary office location completed
2. First step in this process will be to distribute a Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) for the hiring of an Architect/Engineering firm
ii. Three (3) new Ford Transit Vans
1. Looking to purchase off the state contract and/or go out for bids for
purchase
iii. Video surveillance cameras on buses
1. These cameras will need to be bid out for purchase
3.) Other Updates
a. Mass Transit District Development / Advisory Council
i. Advisory Council (made up of reps. From Lee/Ogle Counties) met January 28, 2021
ii. Outcome: Consensus to develop Ordinance to send to both County Boards
supporting the development of a Mass Transit District

iii. Brian Brim, 1st Assistant State’s Attorney is drafting Ordinance/Resolution
b.

CARES Relief Funding
i. Burlington Trailways agreement ($2.125 ML)
1. 30% of this amount has been “spent down” by Burlington
2. Agreement with BT extended until end of year
ii. Greyhound Bus Lines ($6.352 ML)
1. 100% of this amount has been “spent down” by Greyhound
iii. IDOT has revised the County’s CARES Relief funding
1. Adding an additional $989,000
2. Total contract amount is now: $12,751,412

4.) Update on Capital Projects
a. Canopy Project – front of Reagan Transit Center
i. Final “punch list” of remaining components being developed by Willett Hofmann
ii. Parts to repair the damaged fascia of the canopy are to arrive on Wednesday (6/9)
with the replacement work being completed this Thursday (6/10)
iii. Sjostrom has been reimbursed for expenses except for a retainage of $22,000
iv. Willett Hofmann has a remaining amount of $18,500
5.) Technical Assistance Grant
a. Technical Assistance Grant (Awarded) from IDOT / City of Rochelle Project
i. Executed contract for $79,000 grant will likely be in hand this week
ii. Two-year grant to complete feasibility study for fixed route in Rochelle
iii. Presentation will be made to Rochelle Chamber of Commerce next Tuesday (6/15)
6.) COVID-19/Coronavirus Pandemic / Impact on Public Transportation
a. Ridership is up by 208.00% when compared to one year ago
i. 696 rides (week of May 31, 2021) vs. 383 rides (one year ago)
1. Attached chart shows last year and half of activity
2. Drop last week attributed to Memorial Day Holiday
ii. New moneyless system – ParaPass of CTS – will be implemented in near future
b.

{;]eCounty
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Following protocols remain in place
i. Riders and Drivers must wear face coverings (unless medical condition)
ii. Driver shield doors installed on vehicles including, most recently, mini-vans
iii. Riders are being asked to use social distancing
iv. Sanitizing protocols before/after trips.
v. Daily sanitizing protocols in place at Reagan Transit Center
vi. Drivers and staff take temperature taken before/after shift

210 East Progress Drive, Dixon, IL 61021 | (815) 288-2117 www.lotsil.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE – June 7, 2021
Third Floor Boardroom, Old Lee County Courthouse – 9:00 a.m.
112 E Second St, Dixon, Illinois 61021

Unapproved

Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m., by Chair Chris Norberg
Members present: Chair Chris Norberg, Vice Chair Danielle Allen, Jack Skrogstad and Jim Horstman were
present in person, Bob Gibler and Bill Palen attended via Zoom video conferencing.
Members absent: None
Board Members, Department Heads, or Employees present: Charley Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Wendy
Ryerson (Assessor), Nancy Petersen (County Clerk), Paula Meyer (Treasurer), Bob Sondgeroth (ROE), Dee
Duffy (Zoning Administrator), Paul Gorski (IT Administrator), Jonathan Henrikson (IT Intern), and Becky
Brenner (Board Secretary) were all present in person, Greg Gates initially attended via Zoom video
conferencing, but later attended in person. Bob Olson (County Board Chairman), John Nicholson (County
Board Vice Chairman), Jim Wentling (Finance Chair) attended in person during the Board Rules and
Procedures discussion.
Minutes of the May 2021 Administrative Services Committee meeting were approved without modification.
Review of Claims and Reports:
Motion by Bill Palen: To approve claims, from Clerk and Recorder, Treasurer, ROE, County Board,
Supervisor of Assessments/GIS, IT, and Veterans.
Second by Jack Skrogstad: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Department Head Reports
Nancy Petersen reported that she had attended a Zone 4 meeting in Belvidere. Much of the discussion at the
meeting revolved around House Bill SB0825. If the Governor approves this bill, the 2022 Primary Election
would shift from March 15th to June 28th. This bill would also require voting booths to be places in jails. On
Friday, June 4th, the Governor signed the redistricting map bill. Since redistricting has been affected by the
census, which was affected by Covid, drawing the redistricting maps will be pushed back to December.
Paula Meyer reported that her office was busy collecting for tax bills that had been mailed out. The office is
redirecting citizens to the Assessor’s Office for the purpose of waivers, freezes and assessment figures. She
also reported that she had hired a new employee three weeks ago. Her name is Debbie Robertson, and she is
working out well.
Bob Sondgeroth walked the committee through the ROE report. Highlights included the return to in-person
learning, the first ever Student of the Year at the Regional Center for Change, and the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Education Program. He also reminded the committee that this would be his last meeting because
he would be retiring on June 30, 2021. The full ROE report will be included in the June 2021 County Board
agenda packet.
Wendy Ryerson reported that she participated in the AAIM onboarding process. One of the membership
benefits was the hiring and tracking system which allows Department Heads to post their positions on the
AAIM website. Then AAIM disseminates the postings to 22 different hiring platforms, including Indeed
Organic. She did explain that she took advantage of the AAIM platform to post the new hire position in her
office and was at this point very pleased with the result. Wendy provided the committee with a full report on
the Assessment and GIS activities that will be included in the June 2021 County Board agenda packet.

Paul Gorski reported that phone and internet services were being placed under the supervision of the IT
Department. He is in the process of consolidating the bills for both these services. Paul also reported that
Jonathan Henrikson was hired on full time and has been deploying computers in the County Clerk, Public
Defender, Circuit Clerk and Treasurer’s Offices. The Sheriff’s Office, Maintenance and the Assessor’s Offices
are next in line for new computers. Paul is currently in the process of reviewing the IT and Security policies
along with prioritizing tickets being submitted through Spiceworks.
There was no report from Veterans Assistance.
Old Business
Chris Norberg reported that the Covid numbers for April 2021 included a total of seven (7) employees that
were required to quarantine for a total of forty (40) days, which was a dramatic decrease from the numbers
reported in March 2021. The committee agreed that a change in the County’s Covid Policy was not necessary
at this time. The policy will be reevaluated in three (3) months.
New Business
The committee had a lengthy discussion regarding the County’s claim processing procedures. The claim
procedure recommendation coming from the committee, as a work in process, was to openly review only
claims that exceeded $2,500.00 and were not a budgeted item. All claims would be reviewed by members of
the committee prior to the meeting, but only those that were over $2,500 and not originally budgeted would be
openly reviewed during the meeting.
During the Board Rules and Procedures Discussion topic on the agenda, the committee discussed potentially
combining committees, especially considering the County Board reduction from 24 to 20 Board Members that
will take place in December of 2022.
Holiday calendars for the Judicial and Non-Judicial Employees were presented to the committee. There were
no objections to the dates and no action was required from the committee.
Motion by Danielle Allen: To send the Resolution Appointment of Chris Tennyson as the Regional
Superintendent of Schools to the Executive Committee.
Second by Jim Horstman. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Motion to adjourn by Jack Skrogstad:
Second by Bill Palen. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by:
Becky Brenner - Lee County Board Secretary
The next scheduled meeting for Administrative Services Committee will be Tuesday, July 6, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT
June 7, 2021
GIS Department
1. Clerk/Recorder
a) Met with Recording Staff (Tina & Lisa) to assess GIS needs
b) Modified pop-up (side panel) widget on the primary web map
c) Added notification of GIS Recording Fee proposal change
2. Zoning
a) Identified parcels within 1000’of proposed South Dixon Solar; prepared maps and
ownership/mailing address list for community meeting
b) Troubleshoot/resolved upload issues with Eagleview; uploaded new data to
Eagleview Connect Explorer;
c) Working on GIS tool for issuing accurate addresses
3. Assessment
a) Collaborated with Paul G. and vendor to solve reoccurring problem with PAMS
webpage not loading for the public.
b) GIS Map set-up and training of staff to verify deed legal description deeds
4. ETSB
a) On-going collaboration for 9-11 migration
5. City of Dixon (per intergovernmental agreement)
a) Created new hydrants layer for Dixon Public Works
b) Exported parcel update for Dixon Zoning/Finance
c) Sent invoice for 2021-2022
6. Other
a) Completed Boundary and annexation Survey (BAS) for the Census Bureau
b) Removed disused apps & data (stuff Kevin Lalley had uploaded for a
tutorial/workshop) from ArcGIS Online to keep us under our credit limit
c) Fixed SQL not deleting old backups (it wasn't searching sub-folders)
Assessment Office
1.
2.
3.
4.

Farmland Assessment Review Committee annual meeting
Board of Review opening meeting
On-going exemption application processing
TAX BILLS!!!
a) COVID-19 seems to have resulting in a significant increase in the number of
missed exemptions on the tax bills.
5. New position posted. Estimated 148 applications received (82 – Indeed; 66 – AAIM;
some duplication as AAIM also posts to Indeed). Deadline to apply is Monday, June 7,
2021

Regional Office of Education June Committee Report

Return to In-Person Learning
On May 19, 2021, the Illinois State Board of Education unanimously adopted a Resolution
Supporting In- Person Learning that supports the Illinois State Superintendent of Education Dr.
Carmen Ayala in making the following declaration after the conclusion of the current academic
school year, subject to favorable public health conditions at that time: Beginning with the 202122 school year, all schools must resume fully in-person learning for all student attendance days,
provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/10-30 and 105 ILCS 5/34-18.66, remote instruction be
made available for students who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a
quarantine order by a local public health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health.
Area Superintendents Meeting
We were excited to host our first in-person superintendents meeting in over a year on May 7th
at Sauk Valley Community College. We were able to provide support to our superintendents on
the rollout of the upcoming ESSER III round of grant funding for our districts. Ben Sondgeroth,
from the Learning Technology Center of Illinois, also provided training on the requirements of
the new Student Online Personal Protection Act. Our office presented on our new NEXUS
program that will help our struggling families during the next school year. There is an update
about the NEXUS program below.
NEXUS
NEXUS is a new program through ROE 47 that features:
● Support with trauma informed systems
● Support with intervention system
● Reflective practice and problem solving with school personnel related to challenging
students or students in need
● Parent education
● Coordinated intake and referral to community agencies using IRIS referral system
(warm hand-offs & close referral loops)
● Family case management & home visiting to support parents in working with their
children and accessing community supports & services
MISSION
Project Nexus is a support program offered by the Regional Office of Education #47 for
participating school districts in Lee, Ogle, and Whiteside Counties. Project Nexus supports the
whole child/children by supporting the whole family. Through personal, respectful, and
confidential interactions with a trained Family Support Staff, families create goals geared
towards social-emotional needs, school readiness, and overall family well-being. The Family
Support Staff connects and helps families navigate local community resources, thus creating a
stronger community.
Nexus offers access to professional development, training, and Reflective Group Practice to all
staff from participating school districts in Lee, Ogle, and Whiteside Counties.

VISION STATEMENT
Project Nexus aims to improve the family unit as a whole, thus improving the quality of life of all
family members. The support Nexus provides to school district staff as well as the adults within
the family will improve the resiliency within the family and the broader community.
SERVICE METHOD

●
●
●

The core intervention model integrates components of wraparound within a condensed
intervention setting. Services are provided in the home, school, or community, as
appropriate and convenient for the family.
Services at the Tier 2 level may last 3-5 months before an official data review to move
students and families to intensified services.
The ROE will work in close partnership with community service agencies to provide
family-centered, strengths-based and outcome-oriented services.

Professional Development
The Office of Professional Learning has cancelled or postponed face-to-face sessions and
continues to migrate as much training and support as possible to a digital distance format.
School improvement meetings, teacher coaching, career pathway endorsement work, and
transitional math & ELA work also continue on a virtual basis.
The Office of Professional Learning has been working diligently to support teachers,
administrators, and educational support staff as they transition their teaching and learning to a
remote format. We have provided opportunities for teachers to network, collaborate, and
connect through Zoom. Sessions have been well received by educators, who appreciate the
support and opportunity to come together.
The department’s social media presence continues to grow. Like our page on Facebook
(Regional Office of Education #47) and download our ROE47 App for weekly teacher talks,
instructional tips, news, giveaways, updates & more! Follow us on Twitter @RegionalOffice47

May Participants – 100
Tuesday, May 4
Manufacturing Pathway Networking @ 3:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 6
New Teacher Cadre @ 3:30 p.m.

Friday, May 7
Superintendents Meeting @ 8:30 a.m.
Monday, May 10
Teacher Evaluator Retraining (Admin Acad) @ 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, May 11
Teacher/Administrator Evaluator Retraining: Student Growth (Admin Acad) @ 8:30 a.m.
Ed Pathway (Cohort 2) Networking @ 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12
Librarians Networking Session @ 3:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 13
Administrator Networking Session @ 9 a.m.
Curriculum Directors & Instructional Coaches Networking Session @ 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, May 18
Ed Pathway Networking @ 2:00 p.m.
Friday, May 28
Deanery Math Networking Session @ 8:30 a.m.

Family Educators in the department maintain close contact with their at-risk preschool families
in Rock Falls & Amboy. Family Educators have identified and communicated community
resources during this uncertain time. They are also working to develop family engagement
opportunities for families and young children using platforms such as Facebook and zoom.

Regional Center for Change
Our first ever student of the year at C4C is Rebecca S. Students could
be nominated by any staff member for a chance at Student of the Year.
The student of the year must embody Mr. Morris' slogan: "center for
CHANGE, not the center for STAYING THE SAME". Rebecca was
nominated by Ali Messina, classroom teacher. Ali states, ``We are the
"Center for Change", not the "Center for staying the same." In that spirit,
it is my belief that Rebecca has grown in leaps and bounds this year as
an individual, as a student, and as a leader here in our school, and in my
classroom. Rebecca struggled last year the most socially. She refused
to participate in many activities, spoke to others in commands and
oftentimes made enemies of others because of her tone and direction. This year, Rebecca was
able to participate in our leadership group and publications, maintaining healthy communication
and socializing with her peers without conflict. I believe that her true sign of growth came toward
the end of the year when she finished ALL of her academic courses to be at grade level and
offered to be a help to others still completing work. She offered to share her studies and notes
and even work out math problems with other students. Rebecca embodies the spirit of change
here at our school and I believe has been a model student all year, on level 3 or 4.” Congrats
Rebecca, you did it!
June is a time of reflection for C4C staff. We are finishing up year end reports and looking for
ways to improve for next year. If the 20-21 school year taught us anything it was C4C staff and
students are resilient and can overcome just about any challenge! Last summer many updates
were made to the interior of our school; new carpet in all the classrooms and hallways, fresh
paint, and updated logos with school colors. We are very excited to see the end result of the
window project that started on June 1st this summer. Updates will be shared in our July
committee report!

Parents as Teachers First Years
We are starting to wind down our year. We received our ISBE monitoring report in May with just
a few changes recommended for improvement. We are also beginning to plan for FY 22,
thinking about transitioning back to in-person visits and what all that entails. ISBE will be
releasing guidance soon and parent and staff comfort and safety with in-person visits are given
strong consideration.
In other Early Childhood news...
IRIS work has continued with the Sauk Valley STARS Early Childhood Education Coalition’s
Leadership team (including the PATFY supervisor), the Governor’s Office of Early
Childhood Development (GOECD), and the University of Kansas Center for Public
Partnerships and Research (KU-CPPR) on the IRIS implementation process.

The first Memorandums of Agreements have been received and work on Community
Standards for IRIS use are in the process of development. The ROE IRIS team also met
with CGH Peds Rehab department for a discussion on collaboration.
The ROE Early Childhood Leadership team submitted a grant application to Illinois Action
for Children for additional work around preparing the community to address an identified
gap in early childhood services. The outcome is expected sometime during the month of
June.
We have also been a part of the Whiteside County Healthier Communities Partnership’s
Childhood Trauma Project work. Currently the work is focusing on identifying priorities,
goals, and work items.

Education Outreach Program
The Education Outreach Program continues to provide services to our students both in-person
and remotely. In addition to the academic focus of the program, students are offered
employment skills training, job shadowing, and work experiences to help prepare them for
employment upon completion of the program.
We are happy that many of our students have continued to pursue their goals to attain their
High School Equivalency Certificates (GED) and secure sustainable employment.
This school year, fourteen students earned their High School Equivalency Certificates (GED)
and twelve previous graduates secured employment and successfully completed the program.
We want to congratulate our most recent graduates - Chalee, Colton, Kaitlyn and Coby. We are
extremely proud of each of these students and their accomplishments!

Truant Alternative Program
The Truant Alternative Program provided prevention and intervention services to at-risk
students and their families. The newly added Remote Learning services greatly impacted the
number of students that were served in the 2020-2021 school year. Our team worked with over
700 students within the three counties that are covered. Referrals for “Intervention” and referrals
for “Remote Learning” were monitored and provided from each school district. Our At-Risk
Team collaborated with families, students, school staff, and community agencies to develop a
working student service plan for each new and/or returning student with goals that are
obtainable for improved attendance and academic success. Our team provided outreach
services which included parent meetings, regular student contact, phone/email/text contacts,

and home visits. We also connected our families to a vast array of community resources with
on-going evaluation for services throughout the school year. Our team worked diligently with
individual school buildings, administrators, teachers, secretaries, and nurses to accommodate
the ever changing needs and requirements faced this year. We will continue to provide services
in the upcoming new year with accommodations for both in-person and remote learning, as
needed.
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program
McKinney-Vento Program continues to work to identify the students affected by their housing
issues. Extra energy has gone into assisting our students with summer educational
programming. This is important for all students, but especially for our McKinney-Vento
students. Without school, the summer can be a long, unsettling time. Positive interaction with
others is a key to the self esteem and confidence building for our students. We work to have
our students able to return to school in the fall in the best possible physical and emotional path
possible. Our program assists with students up to age 21, so we continue to work with our
area colleges to address the needs of our students.
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Public Safety, Health and Judicial Committee Meeting – Wednesday, June 9, 2021
Third Floor Boardroom, Old Lee County Courthouse – 9:00 a.m.
112 E Second St, Dixon, Illinois 61021
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Mike Koppien
Member Roll Call: Chair Mike Koppien, Keane Hudson, Mike Zeman and Jack Skrogstad were all
present in person. Vice Chair Marilyn Shippert and Katie White attended via Zoom video conferencing,
Members Absent: None
Board Members, Department Heads, or County Employees Present: John Nicholson (County Board
Vice Chair), Charley Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Amy Johnson (Circuit Clerk), John Simonton (Sheriff),
Staci Stewart (Probation), Kevin Lalley (EMA), Nancy Petersen (County Clerk) Jonathan Henrikson (IT
Intern), and Becky Brenner (Board Secretary) were present in person.
Minutes of the May 2021 Public Safety, Health, and Judicial Committee meeting were approved without
modification.
Review of Claims & Reports
Motion from Mike Zeman: To accept and approve all claims from the Circuit Clerk, Sheriff,
Coroner, State’s Attorney, Probation, EMA, Public Defender, Judge Ackert, Judge Friel-Draper,
Judge Klahn, and Judge Lee.
Second by Kean Hudson: Jack Skrogstad abstained from the vote. All other members voted in
favor.
Collection of Unpaid Fines – States Attorney: No update
Update on Dangerous and Abandoned Properties – John Simonton reported that there is some
cleanup being done at the Old Eller and Willey Block Company. John has reach out to Tim Shipman at
the City of Dixon to see exactly what is being done. He also reported that the Sheriff’s Office continues to
clean up abandoned vehicles in the County. John Nicholson reported that the property that was
mentioned last month in Nachusa had been mowed and some of the trash had been picked up.
Department Head Reports
There were no Department Head reports aside from the agenda items. There was however a brief
discussion regarding the combining of the Public Safety Committee with the Administrative Services
Committees that was discussed in Administrative Committee on Monday as conversation. The
discussion was brought up in Administrative Services Committee in light of the reduction of the County
Board in 2022. Mike Koppien expressed his concern with combining the committees.
Old Business:
John Simonton reported that he had received a consolidate bid from Procom and Engel Electric for the
card reader system at the Old Courthouse. The bid was for $18,662, which included hardware, labor,
two exterior doors (one north door and the south door) and an interior door for the room that houses the
election equipment and IT servers. He will be submitting the bid to the Finance Committee and the
American Rescue Plan Committee to see if that funding is appropriate for that expense.
New Business
Staci Stewart explained that a garden/landscaping project at the New Courts Building is being promoted
by the Problem-Solving Court, Drug Court, and Veteran’s Treatment Court. The project is in the very
beginning stages but would bring beauty and color to the grounds of the New Courts Building

What they are hoping to do is create a garden that would focus on treatment, wellness, and recovery
and would be reflective of the problem-solving courts that they have. They are working with the
University of Illinois Extension Office Master Gardeners to get plans and ideas for what would grow best
in those areas.
Amy Johnson explained that the Circuit Clerk’s Office had been short staffed since March, not including
Covid absences. One employee that took leave in March has returned. In April, an employee left for a
better paying job. In May, another employee left to fill a vacancy in another department within the
County. Amy initiated the interview process, which proved to be a very long process. She recently hired
two (2) replacement hires which started June 1st and June 7th.
John Simonton reported that the Illinois General Assembly introduce a trailer bill that highlighted several
issues with the Police Reform Act that was passed in January of 2021. The bill was successful in
getting some things amended and delaying the July start dates on many of the issues with the act.
Qualified Immunity is still on the table on the state and federal level. He will be emailing a written
summary of some of the things on the trailer bill to the members of the committee.
Motion to adjourn by Keane Hudson:
Second by Mike Zeman: Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
With no further business, meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Becky Brenner – Lee County Board Secretary
The next scheduled meeting for the Public Safety Committee will be 9:00 a.m., on Wednesday, July 7, 2021

LEE COUNTY PROBATION & COURT SERVICES
MONTHLY STATISTICS SUMMARY and DEPENDENT CHILDRENS EXPENSE
Date: June 2021 County Board Meeting

RE: May 2021 Reported Statistics

Adult Probation Caseload
167
40
16
26
249

Felony
Misdemeanor
DUI
Traffic
Total

376
88

Active Administrative Cases
Inactive/Warrant/DOC Status

1
15

Pre-Sentence Investigations (completed)
Case Violations Reported

202

Pre Trial Cases

Probation Service Fees Collected $4,499.00

9
21

New Probation Cases This Month
New Administrative Cases This Month

Public Service Employment
53
6720
270

Total Number Ordered to Public Service Employment
Total Number of Hours Ordered
Hours completed This Month

Juvenile Probation Caseload
14
30

Adjudicated Cases
Pending Court/Police Reports Received/Investigations

Dependent Children Expense
Residential Placement /Detention
Kane County Juvenile Justice Center @ $135.00 p.d.
Residential Placement
Minor Room & Board Reimbursement
Collected This Month: $250.00
Collected This Fiscal Year: $950.00
Respectfully submitted,
Staci Stewart
Director

Amount of Claim
$ 1,215.00
$0

911 Meeting Minutes
Lee County E.T.S.B
May 27, 2021 5:30 PM

UNAPPROVED

Meeting called by:

Chairman Sibley

Attendees:

Monthly Board Meeting
911 Commissioners; ETSB Director, Shelley Dallas; IT Administrator, Mike McBride

•

Call to Order
Chairman Sibley called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm at the Lee County ECC.
Ryan Buskohl
Keane Hudson
Steve Gilmore
Pat Hilliker
Deb Killian
Mike Koppien
Kevin Lalley
Brad Sibley
Josh Tucker
Absences are excused.

05-16-2023
12-01-2022
05-16-2023
05-20-2021
Sheriff’s Designee
05-20-2021
05-16-2023
06-14-2023
05-20-2021

Absent presenting Medical
Present representing Lee County Board
Present representing Fire District
Present resenting Fire District
Present representing Lee County Sheriff
Present representing Law Enforcement
Absent representing At Large
Present representing Law Enforcement
Present representing Medical

•

Prior Minutes
Deb Killian made a motion, seconded by Josh Tucker, that the minutes from March 25, 2021 ETSB meeting be
approved and published. Motion carried unanimously.

•

Treasurer’s Report - Deb Killian: Midland ETSB Operating Account: $98,993.21; NG911 Reserve (Sauk Valley
Bank): $1,698,568.88 NG Investment CD: $250,000.00
Total ETSB Funds: $2,047,562.09
Keane Hudson made a motion, seconded by Steve Gilmore that the Treasurer’s monthly balance report be approved
as submitted. Chairman Sibley called for discussion; there being none, motion carried unanimously. The ETSB
audited financial report was provided for review.

•

Claims: Claims were reviewed. Mike Koppien made a motion, seconded by Pat Hilliker, that claims, including
those paid in vacation, totaling $8,991.88 be approved and ordered paid. Chairman Sibley called for further
discussion; hearing none, the vote was called for as follows:
Deb Killian
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Josh Tucker
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Keane Hudson
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Kevin Lalley
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Mike Koppien
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Pat Hilliker
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Ryan Buskohl
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Steve Gilmore
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Brad Sibley
Yes 
No 
Absent 

•

Committee Reports
- Executive: Pat Hilliker, Mike Koppien, and Josh Tucker have all been reappointed to the ETSB with terms
ending May 20, 2024. Pat Hilliker remains Vice-Chair with ETSB committee assignments as follows:
Executive: Brad Sibley (Chair), Pat Hilliker (Vice-Chair), Deb Killian (Secretary/Treasurer)
Education: Deb Killian (Chair) with Mike Koppien, Ryan Buskohl and K.A. Hudson committee members
Property: Josh Tucker (Chair), with Kevin Lalley, Pat Hilliker, and Steve Gilmore committee members
-

Property: Josh Tucker met with a few vendors reference the garage leaks. He would like to meet with the
County to discuss options to re-do the median wall out to the road. The wall inside the building may require
rubberwall injected into the back side to take care of the leaks inside. Josh will pursue further. Two windows

UNAPPROVED
replacements are needed on the West wall of the CommCenter. Josh is working with Raynor for replacement of
the overhead garage doors. Roof inspection was completed and is good for a few more years. A few issues were
noted with heater sealant and piping with the access to the IT room air conditioning; Josh will follow up with
Farley’s to fix. Bid on new roof was requested and received for budgetary purposes. With the new roof,
insulation will need to be brought up to code. Recommendation of black instead of white for the roof over the
garage. Josh recapped that there is going to be a list of building maintenance issues that will need to be
addressed over the next few years. Pat Hilliker also recommended replacing the two garage heaters for better
energy efficiency.
-

Education Committee: The annual IPSTA conference is scheduled to take place in Springfield October 24-27.
The National NENA conference schedule has been pushed back to July 24-29 in Columbus, Ohio. Director
Dallas’ registration from the 2020 National conference that was cancelled was rolled over to 2021 registration.

• Old Business: Dual button openers are on order. The two hollow metal doors and frames will be installed soon.
IT Administrator McBride set up a training environment in the ETSB conference room for the Motorola Flex
project. Command staff from Dixon PD, LCSD, Dixon Fire, and ETSB attended the 3-day System Administration
training the first week in May along with IT staff from Dixon and ETSB. CAD System Admin training will take
place at the ECC June 1, 2, and 3 administered by ETSB staff. The calendar of events for the remainder of the year
was reviewed.
Mike Bride advised that he has been working with County GIS on pricing for the ArcGIS ESRI license which was
reviewed and is required for the mapping software at the ECC. There will be a yearly maintenance fee. He explained
that County GIS can use the license and remote into the ECC server for the Flex project. He further explained the
need for the SQL licensing to work in conjunction with the ESRI license for seamless mapping applications with
CAD, mobile, and 9-1-1. Josh Tucker made a motion, seconded by Mike Koppien that the ETSB approve the
purchase of the ArcGIS and SQL licenses for the Motorola Flex project as outlined in the agenda packet at a cost not
to exceed $25,000. Chairman Sibley called for further comments; there being none, the vote was called for as
follows:
Deb Killian
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Josh Tucker
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Keane Hudson
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Kevin Lalley
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Mike Koppien
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Pat Hilliker
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Ryan Buskohl
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Steve Gilmore
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Brad Sibley
Yes 
No 
Absent 
Director Dallas has conducted extensive 9-1-1 call testing with Raynor and KSB, TSC, Commerce Towers, and
Edwards Clinic over the past few week reference compliance with PS/ALI requirements which affect entities with
buildings occupying 40,000 square feet or more or entities with multiple buildings, regardless of size, sharing the
same address. She is working with Lumen (formerly known as CenturyLink) to help advocate for the business and in
updating and correcting location information.
• Board Member/ECC Staff Comments: Director Dallas advised that applications for dispatch have been
advertised; testing scheduled to take place June 15th. She further advised that she has requested additional dispatch
staff due to increased call volume, responsibilities, potential retirements, the amount of tenure which allows an
immense amount of time off requests, amongst other staffing issues that take place in a 24 x 7 operation.
Director Dallas will be on vacation June 5th – June 13th - out of State.
• Adjournment: Mike Koppien made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Steve Gilmore at 6:17 pm;
motion passed unanimously. The next ETSB meeting is Thursday, July 22, 2021 @ 5:30 at the ECC.
____________________________________
Deb Killian, ETSB Secretary Treasurer

lJ)

Tri-County Opportunities Council
Board Meeting Highlights
May 25, 2021

Early Head Start/Head Start:

The following positions are still available: Dixon Bus Monitor: 20 hrs. /wk.; part-year. Minimum of high
school diploma or GED and excellent driving record. Must have held a valid driver's license for a
minimum of three consecutive years prior to hire. Food Service Worker/Bus Monitor: 23 hrs. /wk.; part
year. Minimum of high school diploma or GED and a valid driver's license and sanitation license. Years
of experience preferred. Applications can be completed and submitted online at www.tcochelps.org
under Job Opportunities.
Scholarship Committee:

Action was needed to approve then 2021 scholarship winners as recommended by the committee. Lee
County had four recipients of $1250 each. Please see attachment.
LIHEAP:

Approval was needed to accept a grant modification of an ad.ditional amount of $4,044,257 to the
current grant.

Action was needed for a grant modification to rollover the remaining funds from the previous year to
the current grant for $205,512.
Fiscal:

Action was required to accept the 2020 agency wide audit as recommended by the committee and to
retain WIPFLI for the 2021 agency wide audit.
TCOC Mission Statement

Tri-County Opportunities Council will investigate the impact of poverty throughout our nine county
service area and will work, in partnership with individuals, families and communities to provide
opportunities that supports movement towards stability and self-sufficiency.

Next meeting will be a virtual meeting via ZOOM on Thursday, June 24, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Marvin illiams
Lee County Board Member

~
Tri-County Opportunities Council
2021 Scholarship Recipient Recommendations to the Boardof Directors

NAME
*Sophia Myong

COUNTv_
Bureau -

No Applicants

Carroll

Natalie Orozco

LaSalle

Anm:1 Logan
*Ashley Winters
*Logan Winters ·
Zachary Winters
.

Lee

SCHOOL
Northern Illinois University

MAJOR•

lllinoisValley Community College

Marketing

_University oflllinois at Urbana ·
University of Illinois at-Urbana
Loyola University
Illinois Sfate University

Lee.
Lee
Lee

Mathematics Education

· · Aerospace Engineering
.,. Polirical Science/Legal Studies
Acco u nti rig/Pre-Law
. Cybersecurity -

-

Avery Bushnell-.
Samantha Bowers
Alexandria l<eefe *Alva.Valle
Hope Stunkel
No Applicants
Brooklyn Reynolds
ALTERNATES:
1. Eden Bushnell
2. Megan Henry
3. -Dig~ Nam~6
4. Melanie Davis
- 5. Vanessa Edmon

Marshall

Illinois Central College

Ogle
Ogle
Ogle

KishwaukeeCommunity College Rock Valley College
Northern Illinois University

Putnam

Illinois Valley Community College

Law Enforcement

Bl~kHawk College East

Eguirie Studies

Management/Leadership
· Pr~-Veterinary Studies
Biology
Art Education

· Stark
Whiteside·

Marshall
LaSalle
ogle_
_. LaSalle
- LaSalle

*Indicates pervious scholarship winner

-

Illinois Wesleyan University
- lliinols Valley Community College
judson Uhiversity
· Illinois Valley Community College·_ Governors State University

Business/GraphicDesigh
Medjcal Assistant/Billing
E~ucatioh
Nursing; LPN
•· Paralegal Studies

Lee County
J[[inois

Unapproved

Executive Committee Meeting – Thursday, June 10, 2021
Third Floor Boardroom, Old Lee County Courthouse – 11:00 a.m.
112 E Second St, Dixon, Illinois 61021
Meeting called to order at 11:03 a.m., by Chair Bob Olson.
Member Roll Call: Chair Bob Olson, Vice Chair John Nicholson, Mike Koppien, Jim Schielein, Chris Norberg,
and Jim Wentling were present in person, there were no committee members that attended via Zoom video
conferencing.
Members absent:
Board Members, Department Heads and County Employees present: Nancy Petersen (County Clerk),
Charley Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Dee Duffy (Zoning Administrator), Jonathan Henrikson (IT) and Becky
Brenner (Board Secretary) were present in person, Marilyn Shippert (Board Members) attended via Zoom video
conferencing.
Approval of Minutes
The May 2021 Executive Committee minutes were approved without modification.
Chairman Olson reported that he had appointed the following members to comprise the American Rescue Plan
Act Committee for the term of June 10, 2021 – December 4, 2022. Members include Bob Olson as Chair, Jim
Wentling, John Nicholson, Chris Norberg, Rick Humphrey (Board Members), John Simonton (Sheriff), Dave
Anderson (Transportation/Solid Waste), Kevin Lalley (EMA), Charley Boonstra (States Attorney), Sara Leisner
(Office Manager and Victim Witness Coordinator in the State’s Attorney’s Office), Patty Rudolphi (Financial
Compliance Officer in the State’s Attorney’s Office), and Paul Rudolphi (Chief Deputy in the Treasurer’s Office).
Chairman Olson also reported that he had appointed the following members to comprise the Labor Relations
Board for the term of June 10, 2021 – December 4, 2022. Members include Jim Wentling, Chair, Katie White,
and Danielle Allen.
Committee Chairs Comments
Each committee chair or board member gave a brief recap of the committee topics that were discussed in the
meetings and reported what items would be included on the County Board Agenda. Minutes from each
committee meeting will be included in the County Board agenda packet and can be viewed on the Lee County’s
website 48 hours prior to the monthly County Board meeting.
Motion by John Nicholson: To approve the BEST, Inc. lease agreement for 2021.
Second by Chris Norberg. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Announcements:
a.
Monthly Claim Sheet
The County’s claims, the paid in vacation and holiday/sick pay claims, and Per Diem claims were viewed and
signed by the committee for approval.
Motion by Chris Norberg: To approve County claims, paid in vacation, holiday/sick pay, and per diem
claims.
Second by Mike Koppien. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Petitions Coming To the Zoning Board of Appeals:
a. Petition 21-P-1567, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 19-22-25-400-004 in Sublette Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from I-2 General Industrial District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
b. Petition 21-P-1568, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-400-008 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.

c. Petition 21-P-1569, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-400-007 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
d. Petition 21-P-1570, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-009 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
e. Petition 21-P-1571, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-008 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
f. Petition 21-P-1572, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-14-300-007 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
g. Petition 21-P-1573, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-23-100-005 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from I-3 Heavy Industrial District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
h. Petition 21-P-1574, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 20-11-23-100-006 in Viola Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from C-3 General Business District to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
i. Petition 21-P-1575, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 11-16-20-200-005 in Lee Center Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from Special Use to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
j. Petition 21-P-1576, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. PPN# 12-14-12-300-006 in Marion Township.
Petitioner is requesting a map amendment from Special Use to Ag-1 Agricultural District.
Petitions Coming From the Zoning Board of Appeals:
a. Petition 21-P-1564, Petitioner: John Thanos, PPN# 11-16-09-100-019 in Lee Center Township. Petitioner is
requesting a special use for the purpose of utilizing his property as a private club.
b. Petition 21-P-1565, Petitioner: Lee County Zoning Office. Petitioner is requesting a text amendment to the
Solar Energy Systems Ordinance.
Coming to the Planning Commission: None
Coming from the Planning Commission:
a. Text Amendment – Wind Ordinance
Old Business:
a. Ordinance: Amending the Regulating Development of Solar Energy Systems (held over in April)
b. Ordinance: GIS Recording Fee Ordinance (held over in May)
New Business
a. Two (2) Joseph E. Meyer Resolutions
b. Redistricting, Election, and Census Data Update
c. Resolution: Shady Oaks Wind 2-Regarding Enforcement of Conditions Regarding Financial Assurance of
Decommissioning
d. Resolution: Creation of Mass Transit District
e. Lauterbach & Amen LLP Proposal for Auditing Service
Appointments:
a. Resolution: Appointment of Chris Tennyson as the Reginal Superintendent of Schools
b. Resolution: Reappointing Dr. William Long and Ms. Sue Shippert to the Lee County Board of Health
c. Resolution: Appointing Dr. Pratip Nag and Ms. Courtney Kennedy to the Lee County Board of Health
Raffle Report:
a.
Executive Session
Motion from Jim Schielein: To enter into Executive Session at 11:43 a.m. for the purpose of discussing 5 ILCS
120/2 (c)(1) personnel.
Second by John Nicholson. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Roll call vote: Chair Bob Olson, Vice Chair John Nicholson, Mike Koppien, Jim Schielein, Chris Norberg, and Jim
Wentling were all present in person.
Also present: Charley Boonstra and Becky Brenner were present in person, Marilyn Shippert attended via Zoom
video conferencing.
Meeting started at 11:44 a.m.
Roll call vote back in open session: Chair Bob Olson, Vice Chair John Nicholson, Mike Koppien, Jim Schielein,
Chris Norberg, and Jim Wentling were all present in person.

Also present: Charley Boonstra and Becky Brenner were present in person, Marilyn Shippert attended via Zoom
video conferencing.

Back in open session at 12:05 p.m.
Motion by Jim Schielein: To approve the new proposed agenda.
Second by Jim Wentling. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Motion to adjourn by Mike Koppien:
Second by Jim Schielein. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Becky Brenner – County Board Secretary
The next scheduled meeting for the Executive Committee will be 11:00 a.m., on Thursday, July 8, 2021

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER
LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
DIXON, ILLINOIS 61021-0329

MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box329
DIXON, IL 61021-0329

Nancy Petersen
Lee County Clerk & Recorder

Monthly Report of Nancy Petersen, Lee County Clerk & Recorder to the Honorable Chairman and Members of
The Lee County Board. The following enumerated amounts were received by my office during the month of
May 2021:
TOTAL RECEIPTS ....................................................................................... $137,005.20
MARRIAGE LICENSE FEE .................................................................................. $700.00
(VITAL RECORDS SPECIAL FUND)
(DCSF/COLDF SPECIAL FUND)

$358.00
$632.00

CERTIFICATIONS .......................................................................................... $5,972.00
MISCELLANEOUS ........................................................................................... $6,323.50
(RECORDING SPECIAL FUND)
(GIS SPECIAL FUND)
(RHSP SURCHARGE)
(DVF)
(LAREDO/TAPESTRY)

$3,739.50
$10,308.00
$5,139.00
$100.00
$4,913.25

RECORDING ................................................................................................ $39,926.00
REAL ESTATE TRANSFER STAMP SALES (GROSS) ............................................. $42,786.00
TRUST FUND RECEIPTS -REDEMPTIONS FROM TAX SALE ................................. $36,569.45
CHARGE ........................................................................................................ $4, 728.25
TOTAL AMOUNT OF FEES RECEIVED ............................................................. $100,435.75
001-001-440010
010-001-440010
009-001-440010
071-040-440010

001-001-440040

(GENERAL FUND)
(VITAL RECORDS)
(DCSF/COLDF)
(RECORDING SPECIAL FUND)
(GIS SPECIAL FUND)
(RHSP SURCHARGE)
(DVF)
(LAREDO/TAPESTRY)

$75,246.00
$358.00
$632.00
$3,739.50
$10,308.00
$5,139.00
$100.00
$4,913.25

TOTAL AMOUNT OF TRUST FUNDS HELD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH .... $113,147.49
RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH AS SHOWN ABOVE ........................................... $36,569.45
PAID OUT TO PURCHASER DURING THE MONTH ............................................... $99,022.65
BALANCE OF TRUST FUNDS HELD AT THE END OF THE MONTH .......................... $50,694.29
Respectfully Submitted,

~~~
Nancy Petersen, Lee County Clerk & Recorder

, Deputy

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois

ORDINANCE NO.__________
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REGULATING DEVELOPMENT OF
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS ORDINANCE
The purpose of this ordinance is to facilitate the construction, installation, and operation of Solar
Energy Systems in Lee County that promote economic development and ensure the protection of health,
safety, and welfare while also avoiding adverse impacts to important areas such as agricultural lands,
endangered species habitats, conservation lands, and other sensitive lands. This ordinance is not
intended to replace safety, health, or environmental requirements contained in other applicable codes,
standards, or ordinances. The provisions of this ordinance shall not be deemed to nullify any
provisions of local, state or federal law.
A. Definitions:
1. Applicant: Upon the submission of a Petition for a Special Use Permit for the purpose of a
Solar Energy System, any person, firm or partnership, association, corporation, company
or organization of any kind proposing to obtain site location approval and permits for a
solar energy system in unincorporated Lee County, and includes the fee owner of such site,
the proposed operator, and any other party with an interest in the site, such as a lessee,
contract purchaser or land trust beneficiary.
2. Dwelling: As stated in §10-1-4 of the Lee County Code, a building, or portion thereof,
occupied or intended to be occupied exclusively for residential purposes, but not including
recreational vehicles, travel trailers or tents, which complied with the use regulations set
out in the various districts provided for in the Lee County Revised Zoning Ordinance.
3. Dwelling Exclusion Zone: An eight hundred (800) foot by eight hundred (800) foot, square
area centered on a non-participating primary dwelling, unless otherwise agreed to by the
non-participating adjacent landowner. The SES equipment and fences are excluded from
this area.
4. Ground-mounted Solar Energy System: A solar energy system and its related equipment
that has its support structure placed directly on the ground and is not attached or affixed to
an existing structure.
5. Solar Energy System (“SES”): An alternative energy facility that consists of one or more
ground-mounted or free-standing solar collection devices, solar energy related equipment,
and other associated infrastructure with the primary intention of generating electricity or
otherwise converting solar energy to a different form of energy for primarily commercial
or other off-site use; also known as a solar power plant and a solar farm.
6. Visual screen: A visual barrier which, through the use of vegetative landscaping, opaque
fencing, or approved combination thereof, is of such nature and density that provides yearround opacity and screens structures and activities on the parcel, from a single-story
dwelling viewpoint.

B. Construction of Solar Energy Systems: No person shall construct or operate an SES without
having fully complied with all the provisions of this ordinance.
C. Permits Required: No person shall construct or operate an SES without first obtaining both a
special use permit and a building permit.
D. Special Use: An SES may be permitted in the Ag-1 district as a special use, in accordance with
the following regulations and design standards.
1. Design standards. The design standards and bulk regulations listed in §10-9-3 of the Lee
County Code for setbacks, lot size, lot coverage, lot area, height; §10-14-3 of the Lee
County Code for fences and §10-12-10 of the Lee County Code for signage, shall be
suspended for an SES and the following regulations shall apply instead. All other design
standards and bulk regulations of the district shall apply.
a. Foundations. An Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer shall certify that the
foundation is within accepted professional standards, given the design of the solar
panels, local soil and climate conditions.
b. Other standards and codes. All solar farms shall be in compliance with any applicable
local, state and federal regulatory standards, and the National Electric Code as
amended. All electrical components of the SES must have an Underwriters
Laboratories listing and all solar collectors must be designed with an anti-reflective
coating.
c. Power and communication lines. Power and communication lines (“Lines”) running
between banks of solar panels shall be buried underground except from point of
interconnection to existing utility-owned, above-ground electrical wires. The Zoning
Administrator, when or after granting a building permit, may grant variances when
shallow bedrock, watercourses, or other elements of natural landscape interfere with
the ability to bury Lines.
d. Height. Systems, equipment, and structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height
when ground mounted. Excluded from this height requirement, however, are electric
transmission lines, utility poles, and other poles and equipment used in connecting a
ground-mounted piece of equipment to an electric transmission line.
e. Fencing.

1. Unless otherwise provided in this section, security fencing having a minimum
height of six (6) feet shall be installed, maintained, and secured around the solar
panels and all energy producing and storage equipment of the SES and required to
comply with the National Electric Code requirements for fencing.
2. At the request of the non-participating resident, an eight (8) foot high woven wire
fence may be substituted at the boundary of the Exclusion Zone of any home
located on an adjacent, non-participating parcel.
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3. Fencing shall contain appropriate warning signage that is in accordance with NESC
and ANSI Z535 Safety Sign Standards and OSHA regulations.
4. The required fence shall be maintained by the Applicant to prevent the growth of
woody vegetation or noxious weeds within and along the fence.
5. Fencing is not required between participating parcels.
f. Setbacks.
1. Equipment Setbacks. A ground-mounted SES shall have the following equipment
setbacks:
i.

A minimum of fifteen (15) feet from any property line.

ii. A minimum of four hundred (400) feet from any foundation of an adjacent,
non-participating primary dwelling, [i.e., an eight hundred (800) foot by eight
hundred (800) foot, square exclusion zone centered on the adjacent, nonparticipating primary dwelling foundation].
iii. A minimum of sixty (60) feet from the centerline of any township roadway; a
minimum of seventy-five (75) feet from the centerline of any county roadway,
and a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way of any state road.
iv. A minimum of four hundred (400) feet from the property line of any platted
subdivision.

v. A minimum of five hundred (500) feet from any dwelling for any inverters,
transformers and/or storage equipment that are part of the project unless a
waiver is obtained from the owner of the dwelling.
vi. No setbacks are required between adjacent participating land parcels.
The Zoning Board of Appeals may recommend granting a variance to any setback
requirement so long as the necessary waivers have been obtained from property
owners in which they agree to waive any setback requirements. The Zoning Board
of Appeals’ recommendation regarding any variations will be a part of the Zoning
Board of Appeals’ recommendation to the County Board.
2. Fencing Setbacks.

i.

Fences adjoining roadways may be placed up to the property line.

ii. All other fences shall be set back a minimum of three (3) feet from property
lines to allow non-participating landowners to farm up to property lines and for
the developer to access the outside of the fence for maintenance purposes.
iii. Fences around adjacent, non-participating dwellings shall be set back to the
boundary of the Exclusion Zone.
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iv. Fences around platted subdivision shall be set back a minimum of four hundred
(400) feet from the subdivision property line.
g. Security. Knox boxes and keys shall be provided at locked entrances for emergency
personnel access.
h. Lighting. If lighting is provided at the site, lighting shall be shielded and downcast to
minimize light pollution on adjacent parcels.
i.

Noise. Noise levels must meet the Illinois Pollution Control Board noise standards (35
IL Administrative Code Part 900). After construction of the SES, the Zoning
Administrator shall take appropriate enforcement action as necessary to investigate
each noise complaint and take any additional enforcement action as proves warranted
to stop any violation that is occurring, including but not limited to requiring the
Applicant to take reasonable steps to mitigate the noise complaint.

j.

Glare. Solar collectors shall be placed such that concentrated solar glare does not
project onto nearby structures, roadways or other areas accessible to the public. The
Applicant has the burden of proving that any glare produced does not have significant
adverse impact on neighboring or adjacent uses either through siting or mitigation.
After construction of the SES, the Zoning Administrator shall take appropriate
enforcement action as necessary to investigate each complaint of glare and take any
additional enforcement action as proves warranted to stop any significant glare that is
occurring, including but not limited to requiring the Applicant to take reasonable steps
to mitigate the glare such as the installation of additional screening.

k. Screening. In an effort to help minimize the visual impacts of an SES on adjacent, nonparticipating dwellings, from a single-story dwelling viewpoint. Screening shall be
provided as follows:
1. Platted Subdivisions. A platted subdivision shall have a visual screen designed,
installed, maintained and ultimately removed by the Applicant at the time of
decommissioning. The visual screen will be installed on the property being leased
by the SES, immediately adjacent to the property line. This provides for the most
effective screening and minimizes the potential of drain tile damages.
2. Adjacent, Non-participating Dwellings, Excluding Platted Subdivisions. Subject
to the provision of this paragraph, a Visual Screening Option shall be provided by
the Applicant to the owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling.
i.

The Visual Screening Option shall provide the following options:
1. The owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling, at their discretion,
may elect to receive a one-time payment from the Applicant equal to the
cost of design, installation, maintenance, and removal of a visual screen in
lieu of the actual visual screen. This option shall be detailed in writing by
the Applicant, including a proposed design and budgetary estimate for the
design, installation, maintenance, and removal of the visual screen, as
prepared by an Illinois Registered Landscape Architect. This one-time
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payment allows for the owner of the adjacent, non-participating dwelling
to install the visual screen on their own property if and as they desire. This
one-time payment shall be paid prior to the issuance of any building permit,
and proof of payment shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator.
OR
2. The owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling, at their discretion,
may request a visual screen be designed, installed, maintained and
ultimately removed by the Applicant at the time of decommissioning. If
this option is chosen, the visual screen will be installed on the property
being leased by the SES, immediately adjacent to the property line. This
provides for the most effective screening and minimizes the potential of
drain tile damages.
ii. If the owner of any adjacent, non-participating dwelling does not elect one of
the above two (2) options, no visual screen will be installed, and a one-time
payment will be provided as described in the first option.
iii. A minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the issuance of any building permit, the
Applicant shall provide a signed copy of a Memorandum of Understanding to
the Zoning Administrator, outlining the terms of the Visual Screening Option
as agreed upon by the Applicant and owner of any adjacent, non-participating
dwelling.
Standards for a Visual Screen are as follows:
1. A Visual Screen shall be in the form of vegetative landscaping, opaque fencing,
or approved combination thereof, as agreed upon by the non-participating
landowner and the Applicant.
2. All Visual Screens shall be designed and prepared by an Illinois Registered
Landscape Architect.
3. All fences used as, or part of, a Visual Screen must be built in accordance with
§10-14 of the Lee County Code.
4. All vegetative landscaping shall be planted at a minimum of three (3) feet tall
and must reach a minimum height of eight (8) feet within four (4) years of
planting.
5. If the vegetative landscaping, or any portion thereof, that has been installed by
the Applicant does not maintain a height of eight (8) feet any time after its
fourth (4th) year of being planted, the Visual Screen, or affected portion, shall
be replaced by the Applicant at the start of the next growing season.
6. All Visual Screens that are installed by the Applicant shall be maintained in
good condition by the Applicant at all times.
7. The Visual Screen shall be installed as early as possible in construction phase
of the SES.
l.

Signage. A warning sign that is in accordance with NESC and ANSI Z535 Safety Sign
Standards and OSHA regulations shall be provided at the entrance to the facility and
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along the perimeter to the SES. The sign at the entrance to the facility shall include the
facilities 911 address and a 24-hour emergency contact number.
m. Outdoor storage. Only the outdoor storage of materials, vehicles and equipment that
directly support the operation and maintenance of the SES shall be allowed, except for
outdoor storage that is otherwise expressly allowed in the zoning district as specified
herein. The Zoning Administrator or their designee shall have the discretion to
determine whether outdoor storage complies with this provision.
n. During construction of the SES, construction activities shall commence no earlier than
6:00 A.M. and shall be discontinued no later than 9:00 P.M.
E. Application Requirements. Due to the unique nature and special requirements of an SES and
the potential impacts of an SES on adjoining properties and government services, the SES shall
be required to submit and obtain approval on the following items in addition to any
requirements specified in the special use section of the County Code or special conditions
required by the County Board. The required information must be submitted either with the
application or during the hearing on the application before the Zoning Board of Appeals. The
Applicant shall provide thirty (30) copies of all required submittals to the Zoning Office.
However, the Applicant shall only be required to submit two (2) copies of all documents
proving ownership or interest in the property. The Applicant shall be required to seek a special
use permit for parcels of real estate on which solar collection devices, solar energy related
equipment, substations, and other associated infrastructure shall be constructed. A special use
permit is not required for a parcel of real estate on which shall be placed or buried only one or
more Lines, electric transmission lines, or poles. The application for special use permit need
not identify the specific location of each solar panel, access road, access point, underground or
overhead electric line, transformer, or other element of the SES. The application for a building
permit, however, must provide the specific location of each solar panel, access road, access
point, underground or overhead electric line, transformer, or other element of the SES.
1. Community Meeting. Prior to the submission of an application for a Special Use Permit
for an SES, a community information meeting shall be organized and hosted by the
Applicant. The purpose of the meeting is outreach, with the intent of providing complete
information to the community in an informal setting. The meeting shall not be construed
to be a local government meeting or formal public hearing. The meeting shall be conducted
in accordance with the following protocol:
a) Notification. The Applicant shall notify the Lee County Board, Zoning Administrator,
the Township Board of the affected Township, and all persons who own real estate
within a minimum of one thousand (1000) feet of the proposed solar project boundary
as sited in the application for Special Use Permit, a minimum of ten (10) days prior to
the community meeting. Notification may be sent by regular, first-class mail.
Notification via local newspaper, radio stations and social media should be considered.
b) Meeting Date/Time/Location. The meeting shall be held a minimum of forty-five (45)
days prior to the hearing on the petition/application for Special Use Permit, on a
weeknight (Monday through Thursday) at an accessible location within a Township
where the proposed project will be located, such as a Township hall or other community
center, or alternately at the Old Lee County Courthouse.
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c) Content of Meeting. The informational meeting shall be arranged and hosted by the
Applicant or a qualified representative and shall at a minimum include a detailed
explanation of the project, the site plan for the proposed project, anticipated
construction schedule, the landscaping and screening plan, and the decommissioning
plan.
2. A site plan with existing conditions showing the following:
a. Existing property lines from the exterior boundaries, including the names of adjacent
property owners and current use of those properties.
b. Existing public and private roads, showing widths of the roads and any associated
easements.
c. A contour map showing topography at two-foot intervals of the project site.
d. Existing vegetation (list type and percent of coverage: i.e., cropland, grassland, wooded
areas etc.).
e. Waterways, streams, and rivers.
f. A copy of the current FEMA FIRM map that shows the subject property.
g. Mapped soils according to the Lee County Soil Survey.

h. Surface water drainage patterns, and to the extent possible, subsurface drainage lines.
i.

Existing pipelines and utilities.

3. A plan for the SES showing the following:
a. Planned location and spacing of solar panels.
b. Planned location of access roads and access points.
c. Planned location, height, and fencing materials of all fencing.
d. Planned location of Lines connecting the SES to a building, substation, or other electric
load.
e. Planned new electrical equipment other than at the existing building or substation that
is to be the connection point for the SES.
f. Weed/Grass Control. At a minimum, the Applicant shall adhere to the AIMA weed
control requirements. The Applicant shall submit and adhere to an acceptable
weed/grass control plan for property inside and outside the fenced area for the entire
property. Vegetation between the fencing and the property line shall be maintained
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such that noxious weeds are controlled or eradicated consistent with the Illinois
Noxious Weed Law (505 ILCS 100/1 et seq.).
g. Landscaping. A landscape plan shall be submitted which shall incorporate native
grasses, flowers, plants which will provide wildlife and pollinator habitat, soil erosion
protection and/or aid in strengthening the soil structure.
4. Manufacturer’s specifications.
a. The Applicant shall provide standard manufacturer’s specifications and recommended
installation methods for all major equipment, including solar panels, mounting systems
and foundations for poles and racks. Specifications for the actual equipment to be used
in the SES shall be required before a building permit is issued.
5. Connection and Interconnection.
a. A description of the method of connecting the SES to a building or substation.
b. At the time of applying for building permit, the Applicant shall provide proof that the
Applicant has entered into an agreement to sell the power to be generated by the SES.
6. Aviation Protection.
a. For any SES to be located within five hundred (500) feet of an airport or within
approach zones of an airport, the Applicant shall complete and provide the results of
the Solar Glare Hazard Analysis Tool (SGHAT) for the Airport Traffic Control Tower
cab and final approach paths, consistent with the Interim Policy, FAA Review of Solar
Energy Projects on Federal Obligated Airports, or most recent version adopted by the
FAA.
7. Fire Protection.
a. The Applicant shall provide for a fire protection plan for the construction and the
operation of the facility and shall provide for and maintain reasonable means of access
for emergency services.
8. Endangered Species and Wetlands.
a. The Applicant shall be required to initiate a natural resource review consultation with
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (“IDNR”) through the Department’s
online EcoCat Program. The Applicant shall include a copy of the Agency Action
Report and the response from the IDNR. Areas reviewed through this process will be
endangered species and wetlands. The cost of the EcoCat consultation shall be borne
by the Applicant.
b. The SES shall be located, designed, constructed, and operated so as to avoid and, if
necessary, mitigate the impacts to wildlife to a sustainable level of mortality.
9. Road Use Agreements.
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a. Road Use Agreement Approval Requirements.
i.

A Road Use Agreement (RUA) shall be approved by the Developer and the County
Board not less than thirty (30) days prior to the issuance of the building permits for
the SES project.

b. Agreement Contents.
i.

The contents of the Road Use Agreement shall include, but not be limited to the
following:
a. Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) that details the expected construction
routes and the ESAL count per roadway segment. Core samples, or nondestructive testing methods, as approved by the County Engineer, shall be used
to determine the base and surface thicknesses of each public roadway used. In
addition, all bridges and culvers on the construction routes shall be identified
and evaluated for structural adequacy. Adequate exhibits shall be included so
that the full impact to the public roadways within the project footprint can be
determined.
b. Requirements that regulate the construction traffic impacts.
c. Requirements for repairing damages to the roadway base, surface and
appurtenances, in addition to providing for roadway surface upgrades.

d. Governing practices regarding utility installations on or near the rights of way.
e. County requirements that include providing permits when proper information
is provided by the Developer.
f. Requirement for a Certificate of Liability Insurance for ten million dollars
($10,000,000) per occurrence.
g. Requirement for a Security instrument in the amount of one hundred twentyfive percent (125%) of the estimated roadway base damage repair and roadway
surface repairs and upgrades.
c. Consulting Fund. Not less than thirty (30) days after zoning has been granted, an initial
engineering and legal fee of no less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) shall
be deposited into the County Treasury (the Consulting Fund) to cover all engineering
consulting and legal fees incurred by the County for the duration of the project from
conception to completion. The amount of the initial engineering and legal fee may be
adjusted at the discretion of the County Engineer based on the size of the proposed
project. Additional funds shall be required, as deemed necessary by the County
Engineer. Monies remaining in the Consulting Fund at the completion of the project
will be refunded back to the SES project.
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10. Storm Water Management, Retention of Topsoil and Minimized Disturbance to Prime
Farmland.
a. Storm Water Management.
At a minimum, the Applicant shall adhere to the AIMA standards addressing soil
retention and restoration issues. A storm water management plan and drainage permit
in accordance with the County’s Storm Water Management Ordinance (Lee County
Code §11-4) shall be approved by the County Engineer before the issuance of the
project building permit. The plan shall be signed and sealed by an Illinois Licensed
Professional Engineer.
b. Retention of all Topsoil.
No topsoil may be removed, stripped, or sold from the proposed SES site pursuant to
or as part of the construction of the SES.
c. Minimizing Disturbance of Prime Farmland as defined by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
Any SES to be located on identified prime farmland shall minimize the disturbance to
prime farmland as follows:
i.

The disturbance to prime farmland caused by construction, operation, and
deconstruction of the SES shall be minimized at all times consistent with good
engineering practice.

ii. Disturbance to prime farmland shall be offset by establishment of a vegetative
ground cover within the SES that includes the following:
(a) The vegetative ground cover shall use native plant species as much as possible
and shall be based on a site assessment of the site geography and soil
conditions.
(b) The species selected shall serve a secondary habitat purpose as much as
possible.
(c) Maintenance of the vegetative ground cover shall use a combination of
management approaches to ensure safe, cost-effective, reliable maintenance
while minimizing environmental risks.
(d) The plan to establish and maintain a vegetative ground cover that includes
native plant species as much as possible shall be detailed in a landscape plan
included in the SES application. The landscape plan shall include the weed
control plan required by subsection E (3-f).
(e) The SES shall be required to initiate and comply with all recommendations of
the Lee County Soil & Water Conservation District’s Natural Resources
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Information Report as to the appropriate vegetative ground cover species
selections.
11. Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA). The Applicant shall enter into and
adhere to the AIMA with the Illinois Department of Agriculture, prior to construction,
pursuant to 505 ILCS 147/15.
12. Drainage. The Applicant shall commit to repairing or restoring all drainage tiles damaged
during construction and deconstruction to the same or better condition as to when
construction began, specifically outlined in the AIMA. The Applicant shall also commit to
contact local drainage districts before the start of any construction to locate drainage district
tiles.
13. Interference: The Applicant shall verify that there will be no communication interference
resulting from the SES project. If, after the start of the Commercial Operation Date of the
SES project, the Applicant receives a written complaint from a property owner within a
one (1) mile radius around the project boundary, related to interference with local broadcast
residential television or radio, the Applicant shall respond within ten (10) working days
after being notified, and shall use commercially reasonable efforts to mitigate any problems
on a case-by-case basis.
14. Duration of Special Use Permit. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 10-2A-3 of the
Lee County Code, the Zoning Administrator shall revoke a special use permit granted for
any SES when a building permit has not been secured within three (3) years from the date
the special use was granted. The County Board may extend this three-year period for such
time as it shall determine, for good cause and without further hearing before either the
Zoning Board of Appeals or the County Board.
F. Operational Standard Conditions
1. Maintenance
a. The Applicant of the SES must submit, on or before the first (1st) anniversary of the
Commercial Operation Date, a summary of operation and maintenance reports to the
Zoning Administrator and any other operation and maintenance reports as the Zoning
Administrator reasonably requests.
b. Any physical modification to the SES that increases the number of solar conversion
devices or structures and/or the land area occupied by the SES shall require a new
special use permit. Like for like replacements of all SES components including but not
limited to solar panels, transformers, inverters, batteries, cabling, shall not require recertification provided replacement is done in an equivalent fashion to the original
installation and the required replacement permit fees are paid.
c. The Applicant shall explain methods and materials used to clean the SES equipment
including an estimation of the daily and annual gallons of water used and the source of
the water and the management of wastewater. The Zoning Administrator may request
copies of well records from the Illinois State Water Survey and may require an estimate
by a qualified hydrogeologist of the likely impact on adjacent water wells.
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2. Materials Handling, Storage and Disposal
a. All solid wastes related to the construction, operation and maintenance of the SES shall
be removed from the site promptly and disposed of in accordance with all federal, state
and local laws.
b. All hazardous materials related to the construction, operation and maintenance of the
SES shall be handled, stored, transported and disposed of in accordance with all
applicable local, state and federal laws.
3. Points of Contact
The Applicant of the SES shall maintain with the Zoning Administrator and Lee County
Sheriff’s Department a primary and two (2) secondary points of contact. This information
shall be kept current at all times, and changes shall be reported immediately or as soon as
possible.
G. Decommissioning of the Solar Farm. At a minimum, the Applicant shall adhere to the AIMA
decommissioning (deconstruction) requirements.
1. Before a building permit can be granted, the Applicant must present a decommission plan
to ensure that all SES facilities are removed after their useful life. Decommissioning of
solar panels must occur in the event they are not producing power for twelve (12)
consecutive months and/or the landowner does not receive payment for six (6) months. The
last day of this twelve (12) month period shall be considered the termination date. The
operating company shall complete decommissioning of the SES within twelve (12) months
of the termination date, or the County will perform decommissioning at the operating
company’s expense. The decommission plan shall include provisions and the estimated
costs for removal of all structures and modifications including equipment, fencing, roads,
and foundations, including but not limited to the restoration of soil and vegetation
necessary to return the land to the condition in which it existed at the time the application
for special use permit was first filed. The plan must also describe the particular financial
security the Applicant proposes to offer to guarantee completion of the Applicant’s
decommissioning obligations on the site. The issuance of a building permit for any SES
shall be made contingent upon the Applicant’s prior filing of proof of its fulfillment of the
decommissioning security obligation for the entire site, and in no instance shall the
financial security be less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) per megawatt. The only
acceptable form of security financing shall be the Applicant’s deposit of the determined
monetary amount in the County escrow account, unless the County Board, in its sole
discretion, agrees to accept an alternative security, or a portion thereof, in the form of a
security bond approved by the County. An updated decommissioning plan shall be
submitted to the Zoning Administrator every five (5) years. The initial updated
decommissioning plan shall be submitted on or before the fifth (5th) anniversary of the
Commercial Operation Date.
Prior to construction, the Applicant of the SES shall submit an engineer’s estimate of cost
for decommissioning and disposal/recycling of the SES and restoring the site in accordance
with the approved decommissioning plan. Upon review and approval by the Zoning
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Administrator of the estimate, the Applicant shall deposit, in the County escrow account,
unless the County Board in its sole discretion agrees to accept alternative security, or a
portion thereof, in the form of a security bond approved by the County, an amount of one
hundred fifty percent (150%) of the estimate, so as to cover the cost of decommissioning
as well as inflation cost in future years. The value of the surety shall not be reduced based
on the salvage value of any materials or equipment.
During the operation of the SES, a new engineer’s estimate of cost for decommissioning
shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator every five (5) years. The initial updated
cost estimate shall be submitted on or before the fifth (5th) anniversary of the Commercial
Operation Date. Upon approval of the estimated costs by the Zoning Administrator, a
revised surety shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator in the amount of one hundred
fifty percent (150%) of the new estimate. The value of the surety shall not be reduced based
on the salvage value of any materials or equipment.
a. The decommissioning plan shall provide for the removal of the following within twelve
(12) months of the termination of SES operation:
i.

All solar collectors and components, fencing, above-ground improvements, and
outside storage.

ii. Foundations, pads, and underground electrical wires so as to reclaim all sites to the
depth of six (6) feet below the surface of the ground.
iii. Hazardous materials shall be disposed of in accordance with federal and state law.

iv. Any earth disturbance resulting from the removal of the ground-mounted solar
panels must be graded and reseeded, unless otherwise agreed upon by the property
owner.
v. Vegetative screening that has been installed by the Applicant.
H. Inspections. The Zoning Administrator or his/her representative shall have the right, at any
reasonable time and in the presence of the Applicant, its agents and/or assigns, to enter the
premises on which the SES has been constructed to inspect all parts of said SES installation
and require that repairs or alterations be made with in thirty (30) days if, in his/her judgment,
there exists a deficiency in the SES.
I. Liability Insurance. The Applicant of the SES shall maintain a current general liability policy
covering bodily injury and property damage and naming Lee County as an additional insured
with limits of at least five million dollars ($5,000,000) per occurrence and five million dollars
($5,000,000) in the aggregate with a deductible of no more than five thousand dollars ($5,000).
J. Standard Condition for Liability Insurance
1. General Liability Insurance
a. The County of Lee, Illinois, its officers and employees shall be included as an
additional insured on the General Liability policy on a primary and non-contributory
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basis for both ongoing and completed operations. A minimum of a three (3) year
extended reporting period is required for all claims-made policies.
b. The County of Lee, Illinois, its officers and employees shall be named as additional
insured with a waiver of subrogation on the Commercial Liability policy.
c. Any Commercial Umbrella utilized shall be a “Following Form” policy.
d. All policies must contain no more than a thirty (30) day notice of cancellation.
e. Current copies of the insurance policies and certificates of insurance shall be kept on
file with the Zoning Administrator.
2. Maintenance of General Liability Insurance
a. The Applicant of the SES shall maintain a current general liability policy covering
bodily injury and property damage with minimum limits of a least five million dollars
($5,000.000) per occurrence and five million dollars ($5,000.000) in the aggregate.
b. The Applicant of the SES shall maintain a current Commercial Auto policy of at least
one million dollars ($1,000,000).
c. The Applicant of the SES shall maintain Workman's Compensation insurance in the
following amounts:
i.

One million dollars ($1,000,000) per accident;

ii. Occupational Disease: One million dollars ($1,000,000) per employee with a
policy limit of one million dollars ($1,000,000).
3. Pollution liability insurance shall be maintained in the amount of five million dollars
($5,000,000) per policy.
4. The general liability policy shall identify landowners included in the Special Use Permit
as additional insured.
K. Administration and Enforcement. Before obtaining a building permit, the Applicant of the SES,
at its expense, shall coordinate with the Zoning Administrator to develop a system for logging
and investigating complaints related to the SES.
L. The Land Evaluation Site Assessment (LESA) System is used by Lee County as the primary
method for determining the location of rural development. The LESA system will not prevent
the siting of an SES in an agricultural zone, where it can be demonstrated that the harvesting
of solar energy at that location is compatible with agriculture. The Lee County Board must not
follow the LESA system blindly, but rather, must base its zoning and rezoning decisions on the
totality of circumstances that arise in each case. Furthermore, in assessing the impact of the
LESA score on requests for a special use, Lee County should determine whether the requested
use is:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Exempted by 55 ILCS 5/5-12001;
Exempted by other statutory provisions;
A “bona fide agricultural use,” as defined in §10-4-2A of the Lee County Code;
A use the Lee County Board deems to be a trivial encroachment that does not interfere with
agricultural use; or
5. Desirable public policy.
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval, and publication
as required by law.
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________________
WHEREAS, the Lee County Board desires to act upon Petition No. 21-P-1564 by Petitioner John
Thanos. The parcel identification number is 11-16-09-100-019. It is located in Lee Center
Township and is commonly known as 1074 Inlet Road, Amboy, IL 61310. The parcel is zoned
Ag-1, Agricultural and is approximately 3.72 acres in size. Petitioner is requesting a Special Use
Permit in an Ag-1, Agricultural District for the purpose of a private club.
WHEREAS, the necessary public hearing was held before the Zoning Board of Appeals on
the petition described which did not result in a recommendation to approve from the Zoning Board
of Appeals for said Petition.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Lee County Board that Petition No. 21P-1564 (John Thanos) be (approved/denied) by the Lee County Board.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2021.
BY: ________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
______________________________
Lee County Clerk

ORDINANCE NO. _____________________
WHEREAS, the Lee County Board desires to act upon Petition No. 21-P-1565 by Petitioner Lee
County. Petitioner desires to amend 10-15-20: Solar Energy Systems under Title 10 of the Zoning
Regulations in the Lee County Code of Ordinances.
WHEREAS, the necessary public hearing was held before the Zoning Board of Appeals on
the petition described which resulted in a recommendation to approve from the Zoning Board of
Appeals for said Petition.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Lee County Board that Petition No. 21P-1565 (Lee County) be (approved/denied) by the Lee County Board.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2021.
BY: ________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
______________________________
Lee County Clerk

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois
RESOLUTION NO. _____________
RESOLUTION REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF
CONDITIONS REGARDING FINANCIAL ASSURANCE OF DECOMMISSIONING
WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020, Shady Oaks Wind 2, LLC, filed a Petition for Special Use Permits that
the County Board of Lee County, Illinois (“the Board”), identified as Petition No. 20-P-1552 (“the Petition”);
and
WHEREAS, between June 4, 2020, and June 23, 2020, the Lee County Zoning Board of Appeals
conducted a hearing on the Petition (“Hearing”); and
WHEREAS, in its Petition and the Application supporting the Petition, Shady Oaks Wind 2
proposed that approval of the Special Use Permits be conditioned on certain conditions, restrictions, and
requirements (collectively, “the Application Conditions”); and
WHEREAS, during the Hearing, Shady Oaks Wind 2 agreed to additional conditions, restrictions,
and requirements (collectively, “the Hearing Conditions”); and
WHEREAS, on July 16, 2020, the Board approved the Petition, subject to the Application
Conditions, the Hearing Conditions; and
WHEREAS, one of “the Conditions” includes a requirement that Shady Oaks Wind 2 enter into an
Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (“the AIMA”) which includes the requirement that Shady Oaks
Wind 2 provide Financial Assurance to the County for its decommissioning plan. The provisions of this
Financial Assurance, as set forth in the AIMA, shall be phased in over the first eleven (11) years of the
Project’s Commercial Operation Date (“COD”). After the tenth (10) anniversary of the COD and every five
(5) years thereafter, a review of the cost of decommissioning may be updated. The decommissioning
agreement must be approved by the Lee County Engineer, the Township Supervisors, the Lee County
Zoning Administrator, and the Lee County Board; and
WHEREAS, Lee County has considered the decommissioning process, the AIMA, various financial
assurance options, and Lee County’s history of financial assurance of other renewable energy projects;
and
WHEREAS, Lee County has evaluated the risks that are associated with the different financial
assurance options;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lee County Board will accept an alternative financial
assurance within the Shady Oaks Wind 2 decommissioning plan for the special use permit, Shady Oaks
Wind 2 Petition Number 20-P-1552 and accepted by Resolution Number ___________ on May 20, 2021,
as follows:
Shady Oaks Wind 2 shall initially provide Lee County with Financial Assurance for
decommissioning in a gross amount equal to the number of turbines installed in the Project
multiplied by Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000) per wind turbine and any new wind turbine
generators that will be installed in the Project (“Decommissioning Cost”), with this amount to be
provided according to the following schedule and instruments:
On or before the first (1st) anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility
Owner shall provide the County with financial assurance by way of letter of credit equal
to fifty (50) percent of the Decommissioning Cost.
On or before the eighth (8th) anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility
Owner shall provide the County with financial assurance by way of letter of credit equal
to one hundred (100) percent of the Decommissioning Cost.
In addition, Shady Oaks Wind 2 shall pay to Lee County, as an administrative fee, the amount of
$55 per Mega Watt on an annual basis for the life of the wind farm for the administration of the
decommissioning plan and letter of credit. Any financial institution chosen for the Financial Assurance by
way of letter of credit shall be a United States domestic bank as defined by 31 CFR § 515.320 and a financial
institution approved by the Lee County Administrator.
Shady Oaks Wind 2 shall provide a ninety (90) day notice of termination to the Lee County Zoning
Administrator of the existing letter of credit and/or any change in principal ownership of the Shady Oaks
Wind 2 Facility.
In addition, Shady Oaks Wind 2 shall personally appear before the Lee County Zoning
Administrator on an annual basis as set forth by the Lee County Zoning Administrator to ensure
compliance with this Resolution.
PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS ____ DAY OF _____________

Attest: ________________________
Lee County Clerk

BY: __________________________
Board Chair

RESOLUTION
CREATING ADVISORY BOARD TO ASSIST WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REAGAN MASS
TRANSIT DISTRICT, A LOCAL MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT FOR LEE AND OGLE COUNTIES
LEE COUNTY RESOLUTION # _____________
OGLE COUNTY RESOLUTION # ____________
Be it ordained and resolved by the County Boards of Lee and Ogle Counties that an Advisory
Board from these two counties will be formed to assist in the development of the Reagan Mass
Transit District, a local Mass Transit District to serve the public transportation needs of
residents in the bi-county region.
This Advisory Board will include representation from the Lee County Board as well as the Ogle
County Board. Identified liaisons from each county will be responsible for reporting back to
their home County Board as to the progress made in the creation of the Mass Transit District.
These reports to the County Boards will take place on no fewer than a quarterly basis.
The Advisory Board will adhere to the Local Mass Transit District (Act 70 ILCS 3610 et seq as
follows). As needed the Advisory Board will engage experts related to the formation of Local
Mass Transit Districts.
An outcome of the Advisory Board is the development of an Ordinance to formalize the
creation of the Reagan Mass Transit District.

LEASE
This lease is made and executed in duplicate by and between County of Lee,
by and through the Chairman of the Lee County Board, herein called lessor, and
Business Employment Skills Team, Inc. (BEST, Inc.).
1. Description of leased premises:
Lessor agrees to lease to lessee and lessee agrees from lessor, as
provided two rooms located on the third floor at the east end of the
Old Lee County Courthouse, Dixon, Illinois.
2. Term:
This lease will be deemed to have began on July 1, 2021 and
will continue until June 30, 2022. Should either party need
to terminate this lease, a 30 day written notice is required.
3. Rent:
The parties acknowledge and agree that the monthly rent for the
leased premises shall be $600.00, payable on or before the first
day of each month to the office of the Lee County Treasurer.
4. Use of leased premises:
The leased premises shall be used by the lessee for purposes
consistent with the business of the lessee. The general public,
including those persons who are served by the lessee, shall
be allowed in the leased premise only during the regular business
hours of the Old Lee County Courthouse, with the exception of
administrative employees of the lessee who shall have access
to the premises at all times, as long as they notify the Lee County
Sheriff’s department when they are in the building during normal
working hours.
5. Utilities:
Heat and electricity shall be provided to the lessee as part of the
rent paid for the premises. All other utilities needed by lessee
shall be the sole responsibility of lessee, including the cost of
installation.

6. Lessor’s entry for inspection and maintenance:
Lessor may enter on the premises at reasonable times after first
obtaining lessee’s permission to inspect, to perform required
maintenance and repair, or to make additions or alterations to any
part of the premises, and lessee agrees to permit lessor to do so.
7. Lessee’s agreement not to sublease:
Lessee agrees not to assign or sublease the leased premises, or
any right or privilege connected therewith, or to allow any other
person or entity, except lessee’s agents and employees, to occupy
the premises or any part thereof.
8. Changes in rules, regulations or statutes:
In the event that there is a revision of State or Federal regulations,
rules or statutes which might make this lease contrary to law, the
parties hereto will review the lease and make a good faith effort to
renegotiate those terms necessary to bring the lease into compliance
with the new State and Federal regulations, rules or statutes. If the
parties are unable to agree on new terms, this lease may be terminated
at the option of either party upon 30 days written notice.
9. Manner of giving notice:
Notices given in connection with this lease, or necessary to carry
out its provisions shall be in writing, and shall be given by certified
mail, return receipt, postage prepaid, address to the following:
Lee County:
Chairman of the Lee County Board
112 E. Second Street
Dixon, IL 61021
BEST, Inc.:
Executive Director
Business Employment Skills Team, Inc.
1680 S. Galena Avenue
Dixon, IL 61021

10. Effect of Waiver:
Failure of the lessor to insist on strict performance of the terms,
agreements and conditions contained herein, or any of them, shall
not constitute or be construed as a waiver or relinquishment of
the lessor’s right thereafter to enforce any such term, agreement
or condition, but the same shall continue in full force and effect.
11. Lease applicable to successors:
This lease and the conditions and covenants and hereof apply to and
are binding on the heirs, successors, legal representatives and
assigns of the parties.
12. Time of essence:
Time is of the essence of this lease.

Executed this _____ day of _________________, 2021.

B.E.S.T., Inc.

County of Lee, Illinois

By: ____________________________
Executive Director

By: _______________________
Chairman, Lee County Board

LEE COUNTY BOARD
RESOLUTION #___________________

APPOINTMENT OF CHRIS TENNYSON
AS THE REGIONAL SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
WHEREAS, after eighteen (18) years of dedicated service with the
Regional Office of Education, ten (10) of which he served as the Regional
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Robert Sondgeroth has announced his
retirement effective June 30, 2021, and
WHEREAS, appointments to this position are made in agreement
with Lee County, Ogle County and Whiteside County by the respective
Chairman with the approval and consent of their County Boards, and
WHEREAS, Mr. Chris Tennyson has expressed an interest in
serving as the Regional Superintendent of Schools for the remainder of Mr.
Sondgeroth’s term.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board of
Lee County, Illinois, approves the appointment of Mr. Tennyson as the
Regional Superintendent of Schools to serve out the remaining term of Mr.
Sondgeroth. This term will be effective from July 1, 2021, and end June 30,
2023.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS ______ DAY OF ____________, 2021
BY:___________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman
ATTEST:
________________________________
Lee County Clerk

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois

RESOLUTION NO.__________

WHEREAS, the Lee County Board of Health desires to
reappoint Dr. William Long and Ms. Sue Shippert for another three-year
term and whose current terms expire June 30, 2021.
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the County
Board of Lee County, Illinois that Dr. William Long and Ms. Sue Shippert
be reappointed for another three-year term beginning July 1, 2021 and
expiring on June 30, 2024.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS______DAY OF_________________, 2021.
BY: ______________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
________________________________
Lee County Clerk

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois

RESOLUTION NO.__________

WHEREAS, the Lee County Board of Health desires to appoint
Dr. Pratip Nag and Ms. Courtney Kennedy for three-year terms expiring
June 30, 2024.
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the County
Board of Lee County, Illinois that Dr. Pratip Nag and Ms. Courtney
Kennedy be appointed for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2021 and
expiring June 30, 2024.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS______DAY OF_________________, 2021.
BY: ______________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
________________________________
Lee County Clerk

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois

RESOLUTION NO.__________

WHEREAS, appointments to County Board Special or SubCommittees are determined by the Lee County Board Chairman, and
WHEREAS, the Lee County Board Chairman has determined
the need for a Labor Relations Committee, as a Sub-Committee to the
Executive Committee, to develop sound and stable relations, settle issues
between employees and representatives of employees, mediate employee
disputes, and develop and practice conflict resolution.
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the County
Board of Lee County, Illinois that Board Members Jim Wentling, Katie
White, and Danielle Allen be appointed to serve as the Labor Relations
Committee beginning June 17, 2021 and expiring on December 4, 2022.

PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS______DAY OF_________________, 2021.
BY: ______________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
________________________________
Lee County Clerk

Lee County Board
Dixon, Illinois

RESOLUTION NO.__________
WHEREAS, appointments to County Board Special or SubCommittees are determined by the Lee County Board Chairman, and
WHEREAS, the Lee County Board Chairman has determined
the need for an American Rescue Plan Committee, as a Sub-Committee
to the Finance Committee, to work through the details, eligible uses, and
correct distribution of the revenue that has been designated by the
Federal Government for Lee County Illinois.
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the County
Board of Lee County, Illinois that County Board Members Bob Olson,
Jim Wentling, John Nicholson, Chris Norberg and Rick Humphrey, along
with Department Heads and Lee County Employees, Sheriff John
Simonton, Lee County Highway Department Engineer Dave Anderson,
EMA Director Kevin Lalley, State’s Attorney Charley Boonstra, Office
Manager and Victim Witness Coordinator in the State’s Attorney’s Office
Sara Leisner, Financial Compliance Officer in the State’s Attorney’s Office
Patty Rudolphi and Chief Deputy in the Treasurer’s Office Paul Rudolphi
serve as the American Rescue Plan Committee beginning June 10, 2021
and expiring on December 4, 2022.
PASSED BY THE LEE COUNTY BOARD
THIS______DAY OF_________________, 2021.
BY: ______________________________________
Lee County Board Chairman

ATTEST:
________________________________
Lee County Clerk

